
07.06.14 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

What people or events helped bring you to Jesus? What drew you to these people?

DISCUSSION

1.  Read  James  5:16,  Romans  8:26  and  Philippians  4:6.  What  role  does  prayer  have  in  reaching  out  to  our 
neighbors?

2.  Read  1  John  4:18,  Acts  4:29  and  2  Corinthians  3:12.  What  obstacles  keep  us  from  connecting  with  our 
neighbors? What are some ways to overcome these? 

3. Matthew 11:19 says Jesus had the reputation as a “friend of sinners.” What does it look like for a contemporary  
follower of Christ to follow His example in being a friend to everyone? 

DIGGING DEEPER

Read 2 Corinthians 10:4,  Ephesians 6:13-17 and Romans 8:31-39. How does our sin nature work against us in  
praying for our neighbors? What tools has God provided to help us put our sin nature in its place?

ACTION PLAN

Ask God for opportunities to engage your neighbors this week. Make an efort to ask them a few questions about  
their  lives  and  families.  Keep  praying  for  opportunities  to  know  more  of  your  neighbors  and  to  deepen 
relationships with those you already know.

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer,  
asking specifically for greater boldness to pray and reach out to your neighbors in friendship and love.



Scriptures: 

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a  
righteous person is powerful and effective.  James 5:16

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the  
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.  Romans 8:26

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present  
your requests to God. Philippians 4:6

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who  
fears is not made perfect in love.  1 John 4:18

Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Acts 4:29

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold.  2 Corinthians 3:12

The weapons we fght with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to  
demolish strongholds.  2 Corinthians 10:4

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your  
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand frm then, with the belt of truth buckled around  
your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet ftted with the readiness that  
comes from the gospel  of  peace. 16 In  addition to  all  this,  take up the shield  of  faith, with  which  you can  
extinguish  all  the  faming  arrows  of  the  evil  one. 17 Take  the  helmet  of  salvation and  the  sword  of  the  
Spirit, which is the word of God.  Ephesians 6:13-17

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not  
spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will  he not also, along with him, graciously give us all  
things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifes. 34 Who then is  
the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right  
hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or  
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face  
death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all  these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that  
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither  
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God  that is in  
Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:31-39


