
10.12.14 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

If you could start your own business, what would it be?

SCRIPTURES

1 Thessalonians 2:17-20; Ephesians 6:10-18; James 1:5-7; Acts 16:16-35 (see page 2 for full text)

DISCUSSION

1.  Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17-20. Paul says, “Satan blocked our way,” which demonstrates (among many other 
accounts and teaching from Scripture) that we are in a spiritual battle with unseen powers. Have you thought 
much about how evil forces may be working against you? How does this make you feel?

2. Read Ephesians 6:10-18 and James 1:5-7. Being in sync with Jesus is essential for spiritual discernment and  
wisdom. What do we risk by not staying connected to God’s Word and the Holy Spirit?

3. Sometimes it’s God who blocks us for our safety and betterment. Can you think of a time when it didn’t make  
sense when a door closed in your life, but you realized later that God kept you from something or for something  
different?

DIGGING DEEPER

Read Acts 16:16-35 together and discuss your reaction to this account. What does this passage teach us about  
God’s intentions and power?

ACTION PLAN

Devote at least one evening this week to search and hear from God. Read His Word, go to Him in prayer and re-
listen to this week’s message online. Ask for wisdom and understanding to resist the devil when his opposition  
comes!

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer,  
asking  specifcally  for  wisdom  and  faith  to  believe  that  God  is  working  in  and  through  you  regardless  of  
appearances.



Scriptures:  

But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you for a short time (in person, not 
in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you—
certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan blocked our way. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the 
crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are 
our glory and joy. 1 Thessalonians 2:17-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your 
stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able 
to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  Ephesians 6:10-18

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.
James 1:5-7

Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit by which she 
predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul 
and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be 
saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to 
the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her.

19 When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They brought them before the magistrates and 
said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21 by advocating customs unlawful for us 
Romans to accept or practice.”

22 The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and 
beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was 
commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and 
fastened their feet in the stocks.

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening 
to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At 
once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw 
the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had 
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought them out and 



asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them 
and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them 
into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he 
and his whole household.

35 When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: “Release those men.” 36 
The jailer told Paul, “The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. Now you can leave. Go in 
peace.”  Acts 16:16-36


