
10.19.14 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

What is your favorite memory about the Autumn season?

SCRIPTURES

1 Thessalonians 3:1-6; John 5:17; Philippians 1:6; Proverbs 16:9 (see page 2 for full text)

DISCUSSION

1.  Read 1 Thessalonians 3:1-6 and John 5:17. What kinds of things keep us from believing that God is at work in  
our lives? 

2. Have you ever had someone like Timothy in your life, who helped propel your faith forward during a time of  
uncertainty or fear? Talk about what it was that this person did specifically that helped you trust God more.

3. What are some regular practices we can engage in to increase our trust in God when difcult and anxious times 
come?

DIGGING DEEPER

Read Philippians 1:6 and Proverbs 16:9. Discuss what these passages teach us about God’s working in our lives.

ACTION PLAN

Devote at least one evening this week to search and hear from God. Read His Word, go to Him in prayer and re-
listen to this week’s message online. Ask for God for faith to believe in Him through all circumstances.

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer,  
asking specifically for God’s grace to believe He is at work in your life regardless of what you can see from outward  
circumstances.



Scriptures:  

So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, 
who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and 
encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we 
are destined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And 
it turned out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out 
about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had tempted you and that our labors might have 
been in vain.  1 Thessalonians 3:1-6

In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.”
John 5:17

being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of  
Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:6

In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.  Proverbs 16:9

God Moves in a Mysterious Way
William Cowper, 1774

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs
And works His sov’reign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break
In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow’r.

Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.


