
10.26.14 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

Have you ever memorized a favorite passage of Scripture, a poem or lyrics to a song? Talk about why and what  
that means to you.

SCRIPTURES

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13; 1 Peter 3:1-13, Romans 15:16 (see page 2 for full text)

DISCUSSION

1.  Read 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13. Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians is that they would abound in love for one 
another and for all people. Do you believe you truly love your brothers and sisters in Christ? How does that love  
work itself out?

2. The love of God, not our efort, is what shapes holiness within us. With that in mind, how do we place ourselves  
in position for God’s love to set us apart for his glory?

3.  Paul believed relentlessly  in the power of prayer, so much that he encouraged Christians to “pray without  
ceasing” (see 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). What keeps us from being devoted to prayer? How can we overcome these  
obstacles?

DIGGING DEEPER

Paul indicates his anticipation of the second coming of Christ in this passage. Read 2 Peter 3:1-13 and discuss why 
we should share that anticipation, too.

ACTION PLAN

Devote at least one evening this week to search and hear from God. Read His Word, go to Him in prayer and re-
listen to this week’s message online. Ask for God to increase your love for other Christians as well as unbelievers  
and to help you receive His power to live a holy life.

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer,  
asking specifically for God’s love to shape you into a people of prayer, love and holiness.



Scriptures:  

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord 
make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.  13 May he 
strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our 
Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.  1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 NIV

Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to 
wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command 
given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. 3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days 
scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he 
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But 
they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed 
out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the 
same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything 
will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as 
you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the 
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 1 Peter 3:1-13 NIV

 to be a minister  of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel  of  
God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 15:16 NIV


