
 

 

11.23.14 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
ICEBREAKER 
 
If you could eliminate one thing you do each day in the bathroom so that you never had to do it again, what would 
it be? 
 
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Act 8:2 (see page 2 for full text) 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
1. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. In verse 14 Paul explains that we will be resurrected to new life in the same way 
Jesus was resurrected. Have you ever struggled with fear about what happens after death? Does Paul’s 
explanation provide encouragement? 
 
2. How does our culture sensationalize ideas about the afterlife? How do these ideas differ from what the Bible 
says?  
 
3. Paul explains to the Thessalonians that the dead will rise again, “so that you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope.” Grieving per se is not wrong (read Acts 8:2), but it is wrong to grieve in a hopeless 
manner like unbelievers. How should our hope in a bodily resurrection shape the way we choose to live now? 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
 
Pastor Greg gave some examples of cultural bleed that affects us today. One example he gave was “Jesus’ primary 
purpose is to make my life a little better.”  Explain why this is completely false when compared to what the Bible 
says. In what small ways have you unintentionally believed this lie? How can we guard our minds and hearts 
against lies like this that are so common-place in our culture?  
 
 
ACTION PLAN 
 
Devote at least one evening this week to search and hear from God. Read His Word, go to Him in prayer and re-
listen to this week’s message online. Ask God for a deeper understanding of our hope in life after physical death. 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER   
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer, 
asking specifically for faith to believe in our hope of living forever with Jesus in a resurrected body. 
 
 
 



 

 

Scriptures:   
 
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not 
grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 

14 
For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we 

believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.
15 

According to the Lord’s word, we 
tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. 

16 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 

After that, we 
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And so we will be with the Lord forever.

18 
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NIV 
 
Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.  
Acts 8:2 NIV 


