
 

 

 

12.07.14 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
ICEBREAKER 
 
If you had to eat just one food for the rest of your life, what would it be? 
 
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:14; Genesis 2:15; 1 Corinthians 10:14-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:2–4; 1 Thessalonians 4:13; 
1 Corinthians 8:7-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:4  (see page 2 for full text) 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14 & Genesis 2:15. Some Thessalonians neglected their God-given responsibility to 
work and caused disruptions within the body of Christ as a result. How does our labor both within and outside the 
church help fulfill His desires for Christ-like community? 
 
2. Read 1 Thess. 3:2–4 and 4:13 Due to persecution and unexpected deaths, some in the Thessalonian church felt 
disheartened. What are the best ways to encourage each other in the faith when we feel discouraged or 
depressed? 
 
3. Read 1 Corinthians 8:7-8 and 1 Thess. 5:4. Those with weak consciences, those rattled by the ongoing 
persecution or those anxious about the day of the Lord may all be among those Paul refers to as “weak.” What are 
some things that can cause Christians to be weak in our own day? 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 10:14-17. Discuss what this passage teaches us about the meaning of communion. 
 
 
ACTION PLAN 
 
Devote at least one evening this week to search and hear from God. Read His Word, go to Him in prayer and re-
listen to this week’s message online. Ask God for understanding and wisdom to challenge, encourage and support 
your Christ family. 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER   
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer, 
asking specifically for the Holy Spirit to lead you in loving and serving your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 



 

 

Scriptures:   
 
14 

And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, 
help the weak, be patient with everyone. 
1 Thessalonians 5:14 NIV 
 
14 

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 
15 

I speak to sensible people; judge for yourselves what I 
say. 

16 
Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not 

the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 
17 

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, 
are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 
1 Corinthians 10:14-17 NIV 
 
 
2 

We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the gospel of Christ, to 
strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 

3 
so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. For you know 

quite well that we are destined for them. 
4 

In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be 
persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know. 
1 Thessalonians 3:2–4 NIV 
 
13 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not 
grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13 NIV 
 
7 

But not everyone possesses this knowledge. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat 
sacrificial food they think of it as having been sacrificed to a god, and since their conscience is weak, it is 
defiled. 

8 
But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do. 

1 Corinthians 8:7-8 NIV 
 
4 

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.  
1 Thessalonians 5:4 NIV 


