
 

 

01.25.14 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
ICEBREAKER 
 
What interest haven’t you pursued, but have always wanted to and what draws you to it? 
 
 
SCRIPTURES 
 
Haggai 1; Psalm 118 (see page 2 for full text) 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
1.  Have you ever thought about how your story is connected to God’s story in the Bible? 
 
2. Who among Christ’s followers in history or the Bible inspires you? How do you see your story connected to 
theirs? 
 
3. How can we join the bigger story of God’s work in our lives today? 
 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
 
Read Psalm 118 and reflect on anything the Lord highlights to you. Share your thoughts with the group. 
 
 
ACTION PLAN 
 
Devote at least one evening this week to search and hear from God. Read His Word, go to Him in prayer and re-
listen to this week’s message online. Ask for God to shape within you the life of His Son! 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER   
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer, 
asking specifically for a greater understanding of how your story is connected to the Lord’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Scriptures:   
 
In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came through the 
prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak,[a] the high 
priest: 2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the 
Lord’s house.’” 3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves 
to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty 
says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never 
have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to 
put them in a purse with holes in it.” 7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 
8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be 
honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I 
blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you 
is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth 
its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and 
everything else the ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 12 Then 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people 
obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the Lord their God had 
sent him. And the people feared the Lord. 13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of the Lord 
to the people: “I am with you,” declares the Lord. 14 So the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole 
remnant of the people. They came and began to work on the house of the Lord Almighty, their God, 15 on the 
twenty-fourth day of the sixth month.  Haggai 1 (NIV) 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 

2
 Let Israel say:  “His love endures forever.” 

3
 Let the house of Aaron say: “His love endures forever.” 

4
 Let those who fear the Lord say: “His love endures 

forever.” 
5
 When hard pressed, I cried to the Lord; he brought me into a spacious place. 

6
 The Lord is with me; I 

will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me? 
7 

The Lord is with me; he is my helper. I look in triumph on 
my enemies. 

8
 It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in humans. 9 It is better to take refuge in the 

Lord than to trust in princes. 
10 

All the nations surrounded me, but in the name of the Lord I cut them 
down.

11
 They surrounded me on every side, but in the name of the Lord I cut them down. 

12
 They swarmed 

around me like bees, but they were consumed as quickly as burning thorns; in the name of the Lord I cut them 
down. 13 I was pushed back and about to fall, but the Lord helped me. 

14
 The Lord is my strength and my 

defense; he has become my salvation. 
15

 Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: “The 
Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 

16
The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand has done 

mighty things!” 
17

 I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. 
18

 The Lord has chastened me 
severely, but he has not given me over to death. 
19

 Open for me the gates of the righteous; I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
20

 This is the gate of the 
Lord through which the righteous may enter. 

21
 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become 

my salvation. 
22

 The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
23

 the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in 
our eyes. 

24
 The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be glad. 

25
 Lord, save us!  Lord, grant us 

success! 
26

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
27

 The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine on us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up 
to the horns of the altar. 
28

 You are my God, and I will praise you;  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
29

 Give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good; his love endures forever.   Psalm 118 (NIV) 


