
08.23.15 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

Who is the most interesting neighbor you’ve ever had?

SCRIPTURES

Luke 10:38-42; Luke 8:14; Luke 12:11; Luke 12:22-30; Luke 21:34 (see page 2 for full text)

DISCUSSION

1.  Dave Runyon said Sunday that he tends to defne 'neighbor' so it fts with what he's already doing. Have you  
ever done that, and if so what can you do to re-defne 'neighbor' to align with Jesus defnition in Luke 10:25-37? 

2. Getting to know otyhers takes time, and then when you do know them, the Lord often shows you ways to  
love/serve/interact with them. How much does your schedule allow for engaging with your neighbors? How well  
do you know your neighbors?

3. Read Luke 10:38-42. What does the story about Martha and Mary teach us about how to live?

4. How often do you think you miss out on what matters most in life because of busyness?

DIGGING DEEPER

Jesus said Mary was “anxious about many things.” Read the following passages and discuss what Jesus had to say  
about fear and worry: Luke 8:14; Luke 12:11; Luke 12:22-30; Luke 21:34.

ACTION PLAN

Take time to seriously consider your life’s schedule. Ask the Lord to help you understand what may be preventing  
you from giving more time to loving God and your neighbors.

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  

What ways do you respond to challenges and encouragement? How can the group best encourage and challenge  
you in your relationships with your neighbors?

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer,  
asking specifcally for God’s grace, wisdom and courage to love your neighbors.



Scriptures:  

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her 
home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But 
Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t 
you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the 
Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only 
one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
Luke 10:38-42 NIV

The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by 
life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.
Luke 8:14 NIV

“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend 
yourselves or what you will say”
Luke 12:11 NIV

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about 
your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the 
ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more 
valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot 
do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not 
labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how 
God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more 
will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry 
about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.
Luke 12:22-30 NIV

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and 
that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 
Luke 21:34 NIV


