
09.27.15 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

What’s the story behind the longest time you’ve gone without sleep?

SCRIPTURES

Matthew 24:36-44; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 21:1-5 (see  
page 2 for full text)

DISCUSSION

1.  Read Matthew 24:36-44; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 and 1 John 3:2. Though we 
do not know the exact time that Jesus will return, we know it will be the most spectacular event in history. What  
do you imagine it will be like to witness the second coming of Jesus?

2. Why do you think Jesus has delayed his second coming for so long? What does Scripture teach us to do while  
we wait for his return?

3. Jesus promised often that his followers would live eternally, and Scripture also teaches that we will receive our  
immortal bodies at the moment of Jesus’ return. What do you think it will be like to live forever with Jesus? How  
can this reality impact how we live now?

DIGGING DEEPER

Read Revelation 21:1-5. Discuss what this passage teaches us about what reality will be like once Jesus returns and  
makes everything new.

ACTION PLAN

Devote some time to prayerfully consider what it will be like to witness Jesus’ second coming and how we should  
live in light of His impending return.

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer,  
asking specifcally for the Holy Spirit to stir within you a deep awe and wonder at the return of Jesus and all He will  
do to make this world perfect again.



Scriptures:  

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at 
the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
Matthew 24:36-44 ESV

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Acts 1:9-11 ESV

51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must 
put on immortality. 
1 Corinthians 15:51-53 ESV

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
1 Thessalonians 4:14-18

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
1 John 3:2 ESV

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on 
the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”
Revelation 21:1-5 ESV


