
10.18.15 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

Where do you like to go to see autumn leaves? 

SCRIPTURES

John 9; John 8:1-11 (see full text below)

DISCUSSION

1.  Read John 9. In some areas of tough questions we tend to miss the people involved just as the disciples did with  
the blind man when they asked Jesus who was at fault in the man's life (causing the blindness). The disciples were  
looking for a place to put blame. At least the disciples were right in this: they took their questions to Jesus. Do we  
still look to place blame? Give examples.

2.  Read  see Johns 8:1-11.  Jesus  was present  and actually  meeting the blind man,  plus  the woman caught in  
adultery and others -  to heal, to bring the Kingdom of God, to take over. Jesus takes over through love, sacrifce,  
humility, and His Kingship. How does this difer from what the disciples expected? Have you ever seen a Jesus-
type response to an angry, judgemental, non-accepting, hypercritical question? Please give examples! 

3. As a group, come up with several Biblical examples of each of the ways that Jesus reinforced, reinterpreted, or  
removed Old Testament laws.  Why did he do this? 

DIGGING DEEPER

Using your own Bible, compare the 10 commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) with the sermon on the mount (Matthew  
5-7). If time permits, share what you learn with the group. If there isn't  emough time, consider emailing your  
fndings to each other during the week. 

ACTION PLAN

Watch  The  Bible  Project's  video  shown  during  service  on  Sunday.  (Animated  Explanation  of  The  Law  on  
Youtube.com)  Discuss the basics of God's Love and Law.  What new things did you learn from this video?

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER

Our frustration with circumstances doesn't prevent Jesus from being Jesus.  Ask the Holy Spirit to guide us to  
surrender  as  we  walk  into  challenging  situations,  being  careful  to  surrender  to  the  LORD,  not  to  irritation,  
confusion or our default emotions.  



Scriptures:  

John 9 – The VOICE Bible
While walking along the road, Jesus saw a man who was blind since his birth.
Disciples: 2 Teacher, who sinned? Who is responsible for this man’s blindness? Did he commit sins that merited 
this punishment? If not his sins, is it the sins of his parents?

Jesus: 3 Neither. His blindness cannot be explained or traced to any particular person’s sins. He is blind so the 
deeds of God may be put on display. 4 While it is daytime, we must do the works of the One who sent Me. But 
when the sun sets and night falls, this work is impossible. 5 Whenever I am in the world, I am the Light of the 
world. 6 After He said these things, He spat on the ground and mixed saliva and dirt to form mud, which He 
smeared across the blind man’s eyes.

Jesus (to the blind man): 7 Go, wash yourself in the pool of Siloam.
Siloam means “sent,” and its name reminded us that his healing was sent by God. The man went, washed, and 
returned to Jesus, his eyes now alive with sight. 8 Then neighbors and others who knew him were confused to 
see a man so closely resembling the blind beggar running about.

Townspeople: Isn’t this the man we see every day sitting and begging in the streets?
Others: 9 This is the same man.
Still Others: This cannot be him. But this fellow bears an uncanny resemblance to the blind man.
Formerly Blind Man: I am the same man. It’s me!
Townspeople: 10 How have your lifeless eyes been opened?
Formerly Blind Man: 11 A man named Jesus approached me and made mud from the ground and applied it to 
my eyes. He then said to me, “Go, wash yourself in the pool of Siloam.” I went and washed, and suddenly I 
could see.
Townspeople: 12 Where is this man who healed you?
Formerly Blind Man: I don’t know.

13-14 The townspeople brought the formerly blind beggar to appear before the Pharisees the same day Jesus 
healed him, which happened to be on the Sabbath Day. 15 The Pharisees began questioning him, looking for 
some explanation for how he could now see.
Formerly Blind Man: He smeared mud on my eyes, and I washed; now I see.
Some Pharisees: 16 God can’t possibly be behind this man because He is breaking the rules of the Sabbath.
Other Pharisees: How can such a lawbreaking scoundrel do something like this?
The Pharisees were at odds with one another about Jesus and could not agree whether His power came from 
God or the devil.
Pharisees (to the formerly blind man): 17 What do you say about this man, about the fact He opened your eyes 
so you could see?
Formerly Blind Man: I have no doubt—this man is a prophet.

18 Some of the Jews suspected the whole situation was a charade, that this man was never blind. So they 
summoned the man’s parents to testify about his condition.



Pharisees: 19 Is this man your son? Do you testify that he has been blind from birth? How therefore does he 
now see?
Parents: 20 We can tell you this much: he is our son, and he was born blind. 21 But his new sight is a complete 
mystery to us! We do not know the man who opened his eyes. Why don’t you ask our son? He is old enough to 
speak for himself.
22 The man’s parents were a bit evasive because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. It had been rumored 
that anyone who spoke of Jesus as the Anointed One would be expelled from the synagogue. 23 So they 
deferred the thorny question to their son, 24 and the Pharisees called on him a second time.
Pharisees: Give God the credit. He’s the One who healed you. All glory belongs to God. We are persuaded this 
man you speak of is a sinner who defies God.
Formerly Blind Man: 25 If this man is a sinner, I don’t know. I am not qualified to say. I only know one thing: I 
was blind, and now I see.
Pharisees: 26 What did He do to you? How did He give you sight?
Formerly Blind Man: 27 Listen, I’ve already answered all these questions, and you don’t like my answers. Do 
you really need me to say it all over again? Are you thinking about joining up with Him and becoming His 
followers?
Pharisees (berating him): 28 You’re one of His followers, but we follow Moses. 29 We have confidence that God 
spoke to Moses, but this man you speak of is a mystery; we don’t even know where He comes from.
Formerly Blind Man: 30 Isn’t it ironic that you, our religious leaders, don’t even know where He comes from; yet 
He gave me sight! 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but He does respond and work through those 
who worship Him and do His will. 32 No one has ever heard of someone opening the eyes of any person blind 
from birth. 33 This man must come from God; otherwise, this miracle would not be possible. Only God can do 
such things.
Pharisees: 34 You were born under a cloud of sin. How can you, of all people, lecture us?
The religious leaders banished him from their presence. 

35 Jesus heard what had happened and sought out the man.
Jesus: Do you believe in the Son of Man?
Formerly Blind Man: 36 I want to believe, Lord. Who is He?
Jesus: 37 You have seen His face with your new eyes, and you are talking to Him now.
Formerly Blind Man: 38 Lord, I do believe.
The man bowed low to worship Jesus.
Jesus: 39 I have entered this world to announce a verdict that changes everything. Now those without sight 
may begin to see, and those who see may become blind.

Some Pharisees (who overheard Jesus): 40 Surely we are not blind, are we?
Jesus: 41 If you were blind, you would be without sin. But because you claim you can see, your sin is ever 
present.

John 8:1-11 NLT
Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, 2 but early the next morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd 
soon gathered, and he sat down and taught them. 3 As he was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the 
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in front of the crowd.
4 “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 The law of Moses says to 
stone her. What do you say?”
6 They were trying to trap him into saying something they could use against him, but Jesus stooped down and 



wrote in the dust with his finger. 7 They kept demanding an answer, so he stood up again and said, “All right, 
but let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!” 8 Then he stooped down again and wrote in the 
dust.
9 When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was 
left in the middle of the crowd with the woman. 10 Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, “Where 
are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?”
11 “No, Lord,” she said. And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”


