
11.01.15 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

What was your first job? What did you like about it? Who was one of the people you met through that job?

SCRIPTURES

Matthew 5:4; Romans 8:28; John 11:32-35;  Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 8:22; 1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 21:4; Genesis 
50:20 and Romans 12:15 (see full text below)

DISCUSSION

1. Read Matthew 5:4, Romans 8:28 and John 11:32-35. Remember a time when you were sufering. Hopefully, God 
used someone to comfort you. What did they do - or not do, say - or not say,  that comforted you?

2.  Read Genesis 3:17-19, Romans 8:22, 1 Peter 5:8.  These verses inform us that life on earth will be hard, that all  
of creation is broken and does not work the way it was meant to, and that there is an enemy who is looking to  
destroy us.  How do these truths about our world help us understand sufering?

3.  Read Revelation 21:4 and Genesis 50:20. Sufering gives us the opportunity to rely on Jesus and focus on Him.  
How does this increase our hope? 

DIGGING DEEPER

God gave us freedom of choice. What are some positive and negative ways our choices might afect others?  We 
each make thousands of choices each day. What is one area of your life, or one circumstance where God might  
have you choose diferently than what might come as your most immediate choice? How can you be more in tune  
with the choices God would have you make every day? Let's purpose to follow Jesus with our choices!

ACTION PLAN

Read Romans 12:15. Think of someone you know (or know of) who is sufering. Pray for comfort for them. Ask the  
Lord to show you if there's something you could do or say to comfort them. Make a note to do that!  Think of a  
sufering city or nation. Again, pray for God's comfort to bless them as He chooses. Pray for them this week.

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER

Devote some time to prayerfully consider your motive in learning these answers to tough questions. Ask the Lord 
to create a humble, receptive heart in each of us, prepared to learn and respond lovingly to Him and to others.



Scriptures:  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.    Matthew 5:4

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose.  
Romans 8:28

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.”  33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he 
asked.  “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.  35 Jesus wept.  
John 11:32-35

To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, 
‘You must not eat from it,’
“Cursed is the ground because of you;
    through painful toil you will eat food from it
    all the days of your life.
18  It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
    and you will eat the plants of the field.
19  By the sweat of your brow
    you will eat your food
until you return to the ground,
    since from it you were taken;
for dust you are
    and to dust you will return.”
Genesis 3:17-19

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.
Romans 8:22

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour.  
1 Peter 5:8

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away. 
Revelation 21:4

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of 
many lives. 
Genesis 50:20

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 
Romans 12:15


