
11.08.15 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

ICEBREAKER

What is one of your favorite things about someone in your family?

SCRIPTURES

Exodus 34:6-7; Hebrews 10:12-18; 1 John 1:19; Ephesians 4:32; Luke 5:17-26 (see page 2 for full text)

DISCUSSION

1. Read Exodus 34:6-7, Hebrews 10:12-18 and 1 John 1:9.  God’s forgiveness is not based on whether a person  
“deserves” it or not. God’s forgiveness is based on His character. God ofers forgiveness to anyone who asks for it  
with a sincere heart. Do you struggle to understand His forgiveness? Why or why not?

2. Read Ephesians 4:32. We are called to forgive on another as Christ forgave each of us. What can we do to help  
shape our hearts so they forgive? 

3. Read Luke 5:17-26, the healing of the paralytic. What does this passage imply about the relationship between 
forgiveness and healing?

ACTION PLAN

Consider your own ideas about forgiveness and compare them with Scripture. Ask for grace and understanding to 
truly forgive others from you heart.

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER  

Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with the group. Lift one another up in prayer,  
asking specifically for God’s grace to forgive yourself and others, just as God in Christ has forgiven you.



Scriptures:  

The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.”
Exodus 34:6-7 ESV

But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 
waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he 
has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for 
after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put 
my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,” 17 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their 
lawless deeds no more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
Hebrews 10:12-18 ESV

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9 ESV

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
Ephesians 4:32 ESV

On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come 
from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 
18 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring 
him in and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on 
the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their 
faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, 
saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived 
their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins 
are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go 
home.” 25 And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, 
glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, 
“We have seen extraordinary things today.”
Luke 5:17-26 ESV


