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SPONSOR



 INFORMATION FOR YOUR SPONSOR

Walking together in community as we follow Jesus is vitally important to the growth and 
strengthening of our faith; therefore, we ask that each person being baptized have a 
‘sponsor.’  Thank you for serving in this way.  This booklet will provide the basic information 
you need to support and encourage the person you are sponsoring in the coming year.

Pray...for the person being baptized. Try 2 or 3 of these:

•	 Pray for the person whenever and for whatever God puts on your mind.
•	 Use	‘check-in’	conversations	to	pray	for	specific	needs.
•	 Ask the person what they would like prayer for.
•	 Have the person’s name and needs written in a prayer journal. Keep a record of 

your prayers and how God answers the prayers.
•	 Establish a designated time of day/week to pray for the person.

Connect...to see how the person is doing. Helpful ways to connect: 

•	 Meet	for	a	meal/coffee/ice	cream.
•	 Do an activity together that is conducive to talking (walking, bike riding, etc.).
•	 Use technology when one-on-one time is unavailable (phone, Skype, FaceTime, 

email, or text).
•	 Participate in community/support group, class, or service project together.
•	 Use the Starting the Journey booklet, choosing 1-2 practical ways to engage in each 

section.

Resource...the person with tools to aid growth. A few useful tools: 

•	 Participate in the same community group, support group, or class.
•	 Recommend	SHV	classes/groups	offered	that	would	address	a	specific	need/

interest for the person.
•	 Encourage/lead the person into ministry experiences (mission trips, service 

opportunities). 
•	 Introduce	the	person	to	others	who	could	help	in	a	specific	area.
•	 Read and discuss books together:

•	 Good And Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith
•	 Simply Christian by N. T. Wright 
•	 Ragamuffin	Gospel by Brennan Manning
•	 The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri J. M. Nouwen
•	 The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer

WHY DO I NEED A SPONSOR?

Baptism is an important step in the life of every follower of Jesus. It’s when we make 
a public statement about our new life following Jesus in front of many witnesses. For 
many, it’s also a way to express our intention to become purposeful in our journey with 
Him.	We	are	excited	to	be	involved	in	this	significant	step	with	you.		

Walking together in community as we follow Jesus is vitally important to the growth 
and	strengthening	of	our	faith;	therefore,	we	ask	you	find	a	‘sponsor’	willing	to	walk	
with	you	for	the	first	year	after	being	baptized.		

Your sponsor should have the strengths, gifts, and abilities to help foster growth in 
your relationship with Jesus. This person can be a friend, family member, community 
group leader, or anyone else who is more established in their relationship with Jesus. If 
you	have	a	difficult	time	thinking	of	a	person	who	would	do	this	with	you,	we	would	be	
happy	to	help	you	find	someone.		

When you have selected your sponsor and they have agreed, please let us know at least 
two weeks prior to your baptism. We would like to contact them to make certain they 
are clear on their role and we would like to discuss with them how they will be involved 
in your baptism celebration.

If you have questions please contact Scott Ross, Community Life Pastor at SHV. 
Scott.Ross@SHVchurch.org | 303.690.2520


