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Neighbors: Known, prayed for, and engaged

The goal of the Neighbors series is not to jam more into your 
already full schedule. It’s not to create activities to add to a 
checklist or fill up any free time you might have this summer. 
The goal of this series is, simply put, to join Jesus in what he 
is all about.

In the book of Matthew, a group of men came to Jesus and 
asked, “What is the greatest commandment?” Jesus replied, 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and all your mind…and love your neighbor as yourself.”

This summer we want to focus on the second part of his an-
swer. What does it look like to love your neighbor as yourself? 
Start by making a goal for your summer: commit to know, 
pray for and engage the neighbors God has placed around 
you.

This guide is meant to come alongside the Sunday morning 
messages. Spend time each week discovering how to follow 
Jesus by obeying the greatest commandment. Don’t be over-
whelmed by the questions and tasks each week! Do as little 
or much as you are able and see how God uses you in your 
neighborhood.

Why this series?
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“Jesus said the most important thing we can do is to love 
God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves….When Jesus was asked to reduce 
everything important into one command, he gave us a simple 
and powerful plan that, if acted on, would literally change 
the world. This simple plan also offers us a different kind of 
life. It’s a way of living that makes sense and brings peace to 
people’s worlds. Whenever we center our lives around the 
Great Commandment and take very literally the idea and 
practice of loving our neighbor, there’s great freedom, peace, 
and depth of relationship that come to our lives. By becom-
ing good neighbors, we become who we’re supposed to be. 
As a result, our communities become the places that God 
intended them to be.” –The Art of Neighboring, pg. 25

Read: Genesis 12:1-3, Matthew 22:36-40, Acts 17:26-27

Pray/Engage: Walk around your block (by your-
self, as a family, or with roommates). Pray over 
what you hope God will do in your community. 
Don’t be afraid to dream big!

Week 1
What is your neighborhood like? What is your current 
relationship with your neighbors?

What are reasons/excuses we use to avoid taking Jesus’  
command seriously?

What are your fears entering into this new series? Your 
doubts?

What are your expectations for this series? What are your 
personal goals? 
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 “I believe the best definition for a neighbor is “whoever God 
puts in your path,” just like the Good Samaritan. The Good 
Samaritan was the only person who felt responsible to help 
the man who was robbed, the only man who felt like God had 
placed him in the path of the victim, and he had no choice 
but to help him. It really puts a spin on things when you pic-
ture your everyday contacts and relationships as ordained by 
God, set out by your Creator. God puts neighbors in our paths 
constantly, but it is so easy to ignore them, to look away, to 
wait for someone else to arrive to give them aid. God wants 
us to look at every person that crosses our path as someone 
He placed there for us to love—a neighbor. So the next time 
you wonder who your neighbor is, remember your neighbor 
is anyone who God puts in your path, and if God put them 
there, you have no choice but to love them.” – “Who is my 
Neighbor?” Relevant Magazine.

Read: Luke 10:25-37

Engage: Learn the name of at least one new 
neighbor this week. If you already know every 
neighbor, learn something new about a neigh-
bor you don’t know well.

Pray: Pray over the people you meet.

Week 2
List people in your workplace, school, neighborhood or other 
communities that you feel God has placed in your path. Be 
sure to include the neighbor you met this week.

What would it take to connect with them in a deeper way?

What distractions keep you from noticing people God brings 
across your path? 

How can you take steps to truly notice and love people 
around you this week?
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“For some of you, the idea of neighboring might seem over-
whelming. Maybe you are an introvert. Maybe the idea of 
meeting new people is intimidating. Or maybe you have tried 
to be friendly and it just doesn’t seem to be working.”  
– The Art of Neighboring, pg. 84

“Balancing our fears and discernment is another issue that 
we all must confront. When it comes to meeting your neigh-
bors for the first time, you don’t just want to abandon your 
discernment….Yet there is often a part of fear that isn’t justi-
fied, and you have to push past it….This feeling of awkward-
ness isn’t fear – it’s just nervousness about possible rejection. 
The truth is, awkwardness won’t kill you….God enables us to 
be bold, to take the first step. We don’t need to be afraid. ” 
 – The Art of Neighboring, pg. 67-68

Read: John 15:18, 1 Peter 3:13-17, Isaiah 8:12, 2 Timothy 1:7

Engage: Meet another neighbor this week.  
Engage in a conversation with one of your 
neighbors where you ask questions only about 
the other person. 

Pray: Pray for the neighbors you already know. 
Ask God to give you opportunities to connect 
with the ones you don’t know and deepen the 
relationships you already have.

Week 3
What are your fears or doubts about connecting with your 
neighbors?

Read Matthew 11:19. What does it mean that Jesus was a 
friend of sinners?

What people or events helped bring you to Jesus? What drew 
you to these people?

What benefits would deeper community offer to your life? Is 
it worth conquering your fears or overcoming your doubts? 
Why or why not?
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 “Christian community is unique in that it must be based 
on three primary themes: personal devotion to Jesus, the 
common call or mission of the Gospel, and the inclusion of 
all people, especially those who don’t fit in.”
 – The Tangible Kingdom Primer, pg. 79

 “Most of us aren’t walking around with extra time, wonder-
ing what to do with it. We feel overwhelmed by the amount 
of stuff that is jammed into our schedules. Our lives are 
packed already. We already have enough relationships — 
how are we ever going to find time and energy for one more 
relationship, let alone six or seven or eight? It’s vital to take a 
step back and live at a pace that allows us to be available to 
those who live around us. That doesn’t necessarily mean that 
you must stop everything you’re doing right now. Instead it’s 
about taking a look at your commitments and being willing 
to reprioritize to be more present with your close family and 
friends, as well as make space in your life for those living 
nearest to you.” – The Art of Neighboring, pg. 44

“In this life, we can only do a few things really well; I think it’s 
a good idea to make certain that one of those things is what 
Jesus says is most important.” – The Art of Neighboring, pg. 50 

Read: Psalm 90:12, Mark 12:30-31

Engage: Consider fasting for one meal this 
week. Take that time to pray for blessing over 
your neighbors. 

Pray: Ask God to reveal his heart for your neigh-
bors and their needs. Wait, listen, and pray. 

Week 4
Do you currently have time in your life to connect with other 
people? If not, what might be a struggle to give up for the 
sake of deeper connection? 

What would need to change for you to have more opportuni-
ties to engage your neighbors?

What are your hobbies, interests, or activities that could be 
shared with other people?

What steps have you taken in the past month to further your 
relationship with your neighbors? What would it look like to 
show them love?
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“This is NOT an evangelism strategy. If evangelism is your 
only motive, then you won’t be a very good neighbor. 
However, if neighboring is done with the right posture, then 
people who don’t know God will most certainly come to 
know him.” – The Art of Neighboring, pg. 100

 “Many Christians have been taught by well-meaning people 
that they should do nice things solely for an opportunity to 
have a spiritual conversation. But Jesus never called us to use 
a bait-and-switch approach, where we become friends with 
people only to share spiritual truths with them. We are called 
to love people — period. Whether those people ever take any 
steps toward God is beside the point. We are called to love 
our neighbors unconditionally, without expecting anything in 
return. The Great Commandment says, “Love your neighbor 
as yourself.” The commandment ends there, with no other 
expectations given.” – The Art of Neighboring, pg. 103

Read: Hebrews 13:1-2

Engage: Engage with your neighbors based on 
what God is showing you through prayer. Resist 
the temptation to over spiritualize the conver-
sation – just be yourself!

Pray: Spend 5 minutes each day this week pray-
ing for your neighbors. Ask God to show you 
what it would look like for you to know and love 
your neighbors in a real way. 

Week 5
What problems/tension do you feel when reading these 
quotes? How is this approach different than what you’ve 
been taught?

How would your community change if all the followers of 
Jesus in the area made a point to genuinely love their  
neighbors?

In what relationships (your neighbors, co-workers, etc.) do 
you feel God is asking you to invest more time?

What events/activities have you invited a neighbor to in the 
past week?
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 “A key component of community is hospitality. In fact, one of 
the definitions of hospitality is to show friendship to a visitor. 
The idea of “brotherly love” as described in the New Testa-
ment actually means to “love outsiders as if they were our 
own brothers and sisters.” 
 – The Tangible Kingdom Primer, pg. 86

“You cannot love your neighbor if you do not know that 
neighbor.” – Ben Stevens, Relevant Magazine

Read: John 6:1-13, Matthew 14:13

Engage: We eat around 21 meals a week. Set 
aside at least one and invite a neighbor to 
share a meal with you. Remember to engage 
your neighbors based on what you’ve learned 
through conversation and prayer.

Pray: What have you learned so far about your 
neighbors? Pray over their needs, struggles, 
fears, and hopes. 

Week 6
Have you ever felt inept or awkward at building  
relationships?

What are your gifts? What are your weaknesses? How can 
God use these to equip you to serve others?

Think back to your fears and doubts from week 1. What has 
God taught you? Were your fears valid? Why or why not?

What steps or changes could you make to live a lifestyle of 
knowing and loving your neighbors?
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Whatever you enjoy doing, you can invite neighbors and 
build community through it. Think through your list of 
hobbies from week four. How can others be a part of your 
favorite activities? 

The most natural way to connect with people is through 
shared activities and events. Here are some kickstart ideas:

• Share a meal
• Cook/bake
• Play sports: leagues, kid’s sports, golf, etc.
• Watch sports or other television shows together
• Community theatre
• Concerts
• Trivia nights at local restaraunts
• Biking, running, hiking, fishing or camping
• Dog parks
• Throw a party: Invite the whole apartment building  

or the whole block

For more event ideas visit: 
www.denver.org/Events
SHVchurch.org/events.html

For additional resources and messages visit: 
SHVchurch.org/messages.html

Your life has enough space 
for Jesus to work!


