
 

ADVENT OF PEACE 
11.20.16 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What's a non-traditional thing you've done on Thanksgiving? 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Psalm 107:1-8, and :21 - 22 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s Psalm. 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1.  Greg said that "being in God's Presence causes changes in our perception of ourselves and others. "  Discuss 
this and give some examples from Bible stories. 

 
2. On a sheet of paper, write a list of people, places, & events in your life that you are thankful for. Do this as a 

group, for 10 minutes. IF you are able, share a few with someone else in the group.  This week, use your list to 
give thanks to Jesus.  

 
3. Is gratitude a  discipline or a feeling? Give each person who wants to offer a thought on this the tie to express 

what they are thinking.  
  
ACTION PLAN 
 
Keep your eyes open for opportunities to thank the Lord this week. Set aside some time to spend, simply thanking Him. 
 
INISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Ask the Lord to show you something that He's done in your life that you can tell others about this week. Then ask Him to 
help you know who to tell and when. Pray for each other about this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE: 

Psalm 107:1-8, 21,22 (NIV) 
1  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 
2  Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story— those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,  
3  those he gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north and south. 
4  Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way to a city where they could settle.  
5  They were hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away. 

6  Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. 
7  He led them by a straight way to a city where they could settle.  

8  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind, 
9  for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things... 

 
21 ...Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind. 

22 Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  
 

 

 

 


