
 

ADVENT OF PEACE 
11.27.16 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Was there anyone in your life that you could rely on for anything? How did they demonstrate their reliability? 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Psalm 25 (Additional scriptures used: Isaiah 40:1-5; Matt.24:42-44)  
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide you through reading this week’s Psalm. 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1.  What does it mean to wait in expectation? And what are we waiting for? 
 

2. How do expectation and peace interact in this season? What kind of peace is this passage speaking 
about? 

 
3. By focusing on Jesus' gift of redemption and our desperate need of that gift, we can wait with hope in 

the midst of this life's storms. What else should we be doing while we wait? (Hint: read Isaiah 40:1-5) 
  
ACTION PLAN  
Give some practical ways we can “prepare the way” this Advent and Christmas season. 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Pray for each other to hear how the Lord wants us each to prepare our  hearts to receive Jesus' gift.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

SCRIPTURES 

Psalm 25 
 
Teach Me Your Paths 
Of David. 
 
 

1  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust; 
    let me not be put to shame; 
    let not my enemies exult over me. 
3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
    they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 
treacherous. 
 
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
    teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all the day long. 
 
6 Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast 
love, 
    for they have been from of old. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 
 
8 Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, 
    and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 
    for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
 
 

11 For your name's sake, O Lord, 
    pardon my guilt, for it is great. 
12 Who is the man who fears the Lord? 
    Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose. 
13 His soul shall abide in well-being, 
    and his offspring shall inherit the land. 
14 The friendship[b] of the Lord is for those who fear 
him, 
    and he makes known to them his covenant. 
15 My eyes are ever toward the Lord, 
    for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 
 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
    for I am lonely and afflicted. 
17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged; 
    bring me out of my distresses. 
18 Consider my affliction and my trouble, 
    and forgive all my sins. 
 
19 Consider how many are my foes, 
    and with what violent hatred they hate me. 
20 Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me! 
    Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 
21 May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 
    for I wait for you. 
 
22 Redeem Israel, O God, 
    out of all his troubles. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  
 

 

 


