
 

MAKE MUCH OF GOD 
11.6.16 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

 
ICEBREAKER (10 min) 
 
Why are you here today? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
God is merciful.  Another way to say this is God is compassionate.  
 
David paraphrased Exodus 34:6,  where God revealed himself to Moses (The LORD passed before him and 
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful  and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 
and faithfulness….). (ESV) 
 
It is His nature to show mercy to those who call on him for help. 
 
In our weakness and when it seems circumstances (relationships, our brokenness, difficulties of life, etc.) are 
rising up against us we can call out to God who is merciful, trusting it is in his character to respond to us. 
 
Five ways he responds to us in his compassion - gives us his grace, strengthens us, delivers us, ‘shames’ our 
enemies and shows us his favor.  
 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 
Scriptures: Psalm 86 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s Psalm. 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. How did God speak to you during your prayerful Bible reading?  
 
2. Share about a time when you needed God’s mercy? 
 
3. Looking back on the situation, how did God respond to your need?  
  
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Where do you need to experience the mercy of God today?  Invite the Holy Spirit to come in mercy to your 
point of need. 

 



 

SCRIPTURE: 
A Prayer of David. 
 
1 Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, 
    for I am poor and needy. 
2 Preserve my life, for I am godly; 
    save your servant, who trusts in you—you are my God. 
3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, 
    for to you do I cry all the day. 
4 Gladden the soul of your servant, 
    for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
    abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 
6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
    listen to my plea for grace. 
7 In the day of my trouble I call upon you, 
    for you answer me. 
 
8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 
    nor are there any works like yours. 
9 All the nations you have made shall come 
    and worship before you, O Lord, 
    and shall glorify your name. 
10 For you are great and do wondrous things; 
    you alone are God. 
11 Teach me your way, O Lord, 
    that I may walk in your truth; 
    unite my heart to fear your name. 
12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
    and I will glorify your name forever. 
13 For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
    you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
 
14 O God, insolent men have risen up against me; 
    a band of ruthless men seeks my life, 
    and they do not set you before them. 
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 
    give your strength to your servant, 
    and save the son of your maidservant. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, 
    that those who hate me may see and be put to shame 
    because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 
 
Psalm 86 ESV 

 



 

 
 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  
 

 

 



 

 

 


