
 

ADVENT OF PEACE 
12.11.16 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Have you ever beein in a cave? Where and when? What do you remember most about the experience? 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scripture: Isaiah 8:21-9:7 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s Psalm. 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. Brian told us that Christmas doesn't begin with Frosty the Snowman. Given the passages we just read, 
what does it begin with?  

 
2. "Fear of light," or "desire for light," which is more familiar to you? On a deeper level, how does this 

relate to your relationship with Jesus? 
 

3. In the context of the Bible, discuss how the coming of Light (ie., Jesus) brings Peace. 
  
ACTION PLAN 
As you see Christmas lights for the next few weeks, think of the depth of comfort that Jesus's rescue brings to 
those in darkness.  
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Pray for one another in the group regarding areas where each of you need the light of Jesus to shine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 8:21-9:7 
 
21 They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are hungry, they 
will be enraged and will speak contemptuously against their king and their God, and turn their faces 
upward. 22 And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish. 
And they will be thrust into thick darkness. 
 
9:1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious 
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 
    and the staff for his shoulder, 
    the rod of his oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 
    and every garment rolled in blood 
    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon[f] his shoulder, 
    and his name shall be called[g] 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
    there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 



 

 
 
 

Prayerful Bible Reading  
 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  
 

 



 

 

 

 


