
 

ADVENT OF PEACE 
12.18.16 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Share about your most memorable Christmas. 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scripture: Psalm 96, Luke 18:1-8 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s Psalm. 

SUMMARY 

Can you believe for peace? Against all odds? When it’s hard to have hope? In the seasons that test us?  
 
When the Israelites were in their Babylonian captivity they sang Psalm 96, a song of ‘belief’ in the midst of their 
severe seventy year trial.  
 
Jesus told a parable about persistent belief in Luke 18:1-8.  Greg drew three conclusions from this parable: 

1. When we have an adversary we need to be people of faith. 
2. Believe God will hear your prayers and make it right. 
3. Believe not in yourself, but in God. 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. What kinds of adversary’s have you faced in the past that God delivered you from? 
2. Are you currently facing an adversary and need God to intervene?  Share about if if you feel 

comfortable. 
3. As a group brainstorm steps you can take this season to trust in God beyond trusting in yourself? 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Divide into groups of 2 or 3 and pray for each other inviting the Holy Spirit to come into your adversarial 
situation to give you faith to believe in His best and for His justice to come. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 96 
 
1 Oh sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 
    tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 
    his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
    he is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 
    but the Lord made the heavens. 
6 Splendor and majesty are before him; 
    strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! 
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;[a] 
    tremble before him, all the earth! 
10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! 
    Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 
    he will judge the peoples with equity.” 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
    let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
12     let the field exult, and everything in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
13     before the Lord, for he comes, 
    for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness, 
    and the peoples in his faithfulness. 
 
Luke 18:1-8 
 
And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, 
“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3 And there was a 
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4 For 
a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5 
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down 
by her continual coming.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will 
not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell 
you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on earth?” 

 



 

 
 

Prayerful Bible Reading  
 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  
 

 

 



 

 

 


