
 

ADVENT OF PEACE 
12.4.16 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What is your favorite Christmas carol? Why? 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Psalm 42 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s Psalm. 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. Advent is not about being busy. Pastor Greg told us that Advent is about our deep desire  for Jesus and 
the peace He brings.  How does that prepare our hearts for Christmas?  

 
2. Discuss the quote Pastor Greg read to us from Richard Rohr. "The celebration of Christmas is not a 

sentimental waiting  for a baby to be born. We do the Gospel no favor when we make Jesus, the 
Eternal Christ, into a perpetual baby, a baby able to ask little or no adult response from us. "  

 
3. Pastor Greg said two practical ways to be watching for Jesus are a) to recognize that He will come 

again, and b) to organize our lives around this fact. Brainstorm about ways to organize your life around 
this truth. 

  
ACTION PLAN 
Let Jesus know you are available for whatever He’s asking you to be or do this season. 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Pray for one another in the group to take time to anticipate the Lord's coming. And pray for that to have an 
effect on this city! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE 

Psalm 42 
For the director of music. A maskil of the Sons of Korah  
 
1 As the deer pants [longingly] for the water brooks, So my soul pants [longingly] for You, O God.  
2 My soul (my life, my inner self) thirsts for God, for the living God. When will I come and see the 
face of God? 
3 My tears have been my food day and night, While they say to me all day long, “Where is your 

God?”  
4 These things I [vividly] remember as I pour out my soul; How I used to go along before the great 
crowd of people and lead them in procession to the house of God [like a choirmaster before his 
singers, timing the steps to the music and the chant of the song], With the voice of joy and 
thanksgiving, a great crowd keeping a festival. 
 
5 Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become restless and disturbed within 
me? Hope in God and wait expectantly for Him, for I shall again praise Him For the help of His 
presence.  
 
6 O my God, my soul is in despair within me [the burden more than I can bear]; Therefore I will 
[fervently] remember You from the land of the Jordan And the peaks of [Mount] Hermon, from 
Mount Mizar.  
 
7 Deep calls to deep at the [thundering] sound of Your waterfalls; All Your breakers and Your waves 
have rolled over me. 
 
8 Yet the Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime, And in the night His song will be 

with me, A prayer to the God of my life. 
 
9 I will say to God my rock, “Why have You forgotten me? Why do I go mourning because of the 
oppression of the enemy?” 10 As a crushing of my bones [with a sword], my adversaries taunt 
me, While they say continually to me, “Where is your God?” 
 
11 Why are you in despair, O my soul? Why have you become restless and disquieted within 

me? Hope in God and wait expectantly for Him, for I shall yet praise Him, The help of my 
countenance and my God.    (Amplified) 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayerful Bible Reading  
 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

 



 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  
 

 

 

 


