
 

REVOLUTION 
01.08.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What was your craziest or worst New Year’s resolution and how long did you stick with it? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 

 
Isn't it great to get caught up in a journey, or become part of an amazing story? God includes us all in His 
great story for humanity. As Greg pointed out, we can view humanity's story like seasons of a TV show. 
Season 1 was God's wonderful creation. Season 2 was the problem, the issue, the fall. Season 3 is God's 
revolution for humanity through Jesus.  
 
The gospel of Mark is an action packed story of Jesus that shows what He was all about: a revolution for 
God’s kingdom! Mark 1 sets the stage for the beginning of that! 
 
Greg gave us great insight into Mark 1: 
 
1. Acknowledge - John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord in the wilderness by proclaiming Jesus and 
later baptizing Him. This was to acknowledge God's power was about to break through. Just as the Heavens 
were torn open back then, Jesus can do the same in our reality today! 
 
2. Turn from Sin - Jesus called people to turn from sin and repent because the Kingdom was at hand. The 
revolution was starting.  
 
3. Prepare for the Revolution - From His words and deeds, Jesus was all about what the Father assigned to 
Him. Jesus calls us to follow Him into this revolution by knowing His words and deeds. 
 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 1 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. We can prepare the way for Jesus in our lives today. Jesus said to repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. What 
is God calling your to get rid of to become part of the revolution? 
 

 



 

2. Read Mark 1:21-45. What does this show us about Jesus? Is this the Jesus you know? 
 
3. We can't know Jesus only for the things He did. How can we know Him for the things He is doing now? How is He real 
to and in you? How can we can make Him real and share that with others? 

 
 MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

SCRIPTURES: 

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[a] 
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,[b] 
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
    who will prepare your way, 
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
    ‘Prepare[c] the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight,’” 
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and 
were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with 
camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he 
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.”  
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 
And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved 
Son;[d] with you I am well pleased.”  
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;[e] repent and believe in the 
gospel.” 
21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and 
was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had 
authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, 
“Be silent, and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a 
loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  
 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  

 


