
 

REVOLUTION 
01.15.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Share a story of your craziest childhood injury. 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 

 
Jesus was known for being powerful in word and deed. Mark 1 showed us how powerful His words are, while 
Mark 2 is all about His deeds. He healed many people of more than just physical sickness. He also healed 
guilt and shame. He set captives free from physical, emotional, social, and spiritual bondage, and He still does 
this today! 
 
When Jesus called Levi (Matthew) the tax collector and reclined with other tax collectors, many religious 
figures became upset. This prophet was hanging out with the sinners, the thieves, the unworthy (so they 
viewed). Jesus showed us he had no barrier; there were no boxes to check in order to follow Him.  
 
God wants us to be healed! He wants everyone to be healed, and He wants people to join Him at the table! 
Jesus wants to be followed. In Mark 8:34, He says, "Whosoever will come after me..." Jesus didn't give any 
prerequisites as to who can follow; He said whosoever ! His invitation is for everyone that would lean into Him! 
 
From this, Greg gave us some powerful action items from Mark 2: 
 
1. Stand with Jesus for and with the oppressed! Levi (Matthew) was oppressed for who he was and what he 
did. Yet, Jesus called him to follow Him. There isn't an invitation to follow Him that comes with qualifications. 
 
2. Invite the power of the Kingdom (Jesus) to bring freedom! The four friends of the paralytic had so much 
faith, they invited Jesus to bring freedom to the paralytic. Jesus set him free from all aspects of the man's 
burden, and He wants still to set people free! 
 
3. Share the Good News with people! Share your testimony. Share what Jesus has done in your life. There is 
power is the name of Jesus. There is power in what He has done! When you share His name, His words, and 
His deeds from your life, that power and invitation extends into the lives of those you invite. 
 
 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 2 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. In Mark 2:17 Jesus said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick...." We still deal with 
physical ailments, emotional and spiritual bondage, social oppression, even familial judgement. Jesus wants to heal us 
all from these. There isn't a sin, bondage, or burden that He cannot break or heal.  
 
How do you need Jesus to heal you? What do you need Jesus to free you from? What has he freed you from? 
 
2. The second part of verse 17, Jesus says, "I came not to call the righteous but sinners." Jesus had no barriers or boxes 
for people to check in order to follow Him. What if we made it more about following Jesus than checking boxes? 
 
Who are we not letting in? What barriers do we put on others before inviting them to follow Jesus? Who is Jesus putting 
on your heart? 
 
3. How does this change your perspective of Jesus? 

 
 MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

SCRIPTURES: 

2 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 2 And many were 
gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them. 3 
And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could not get near him because of 
the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which 
the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some 
of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus 
questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to 
say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick up 
your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that 
they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
 
Jesus Calls Levi 
13 He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he was teaching them. 14 And as he 
passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 
followed him. 15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus 
and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 And the scribes of[a] the Pharisees, when they saw that 
he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat[b] with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 
 

 



 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  

 


