
 

REVOLUTION 
01.29.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

If you were a vegetable, which one would you be and why? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 

 
Don't we all have hesitations to change? The idea of even the smallest change can bring some to have a big, 
negative reaction. What can be hard is Jesus demands the most change; that change is always for our good 
and His glory. In Mark 4, Jesus was teaching to a large crowd about the condition of one's heart, and how 
most of these conditions needed to change in order for the Revolution to take place in their lives.  
 
The parable Jesus used to teach the crowd contained 4 types of soil that represent the condition of hearts. 
 

Seed sown on path - this represents a hardened heart. It is a heart that has already decided against 
God no matter what Jesus (or anyone) says.  
 

Seed sown on rocky or little soil - this represents a shallow heart. This is a heart isn't exposed enough 
to Jesus; It is a life that doesn't frequent the Cross, God's Word, or prayer. 
 

Seed sown on soil with weeds and thorns - this represents a cluttered heart. This heart has many 
things that get in the way. This is from a life lived that is all about you. 
 

Seed sown on good soil - this represents an open and receptive heart to Jesus. 
 
 
Jesus wanted the crowd (and wants us) to have a heart represented by the good soil. His revolution is to bring 
about the greatest change in human history; that change starts with His followers. 
 
From Mark 4, Matt revealed: 
 
1. Jesus is the seed that brings life! (Cross-reference John 1:1) He causes the seed to grow! 
 
2. We are the farmers in the parable. God calls us to spread the seed. He wants everyone to have an 
opportunity to know His name and receive the seed of life. The testimony you share doesn't have to be 
anything other than what God is doing in your life right now! 
 
3. We need community to help weed out things in our life and cultivate good soil. 
 
 

 



 

 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 4 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. Which soil represents your heart right now? 
 
2. What weeds are you dealing with that stop you from hearing from Jesus? 
 
3. What can we do individually and in community to cultivate our hearts and prepare it to receive from Jesus? 
 
4. Are there types of soil where we are not sowing His seed? 

 
 MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

SCRIPTURES: 

4 Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a 
boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 And he was teaching them 
many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And 
as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And 
when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and 
produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And he 
said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
 
The Purpose of the Parables 
10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. 11 And he said to 
them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 
12 so that 
 
“‘they may indeed see but not perceive, 
    and may indeed hear but not understand, 
lest they should turn and be forgiven.’” 
13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? 
14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they 
hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown 
on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. 17 And they have no 

 



 

root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 
immediately they fall away.[a] 18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the 
word, 19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear 
the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 
 
A Lamp Under a Basket 
21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? 22 
For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. 23 If anyone 
has ears to hear, let him hear.” 24 And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. 25 For to the one who has, more will be 
given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” 
 
The Parable of the Seed Growing 
26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises 
night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces by itself, first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 
 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31 It is 
like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32 yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that 
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 
33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did not speak to 
them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 
 
Jesus Calms a Storm 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving 
the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37 And a great 
windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But he 
was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind 
ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 
And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey him?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  

 


