
 

REVOLUTION 
02.26.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What is your biggest pet peeve when it comes to traffic? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
As He has been with His disciples for some time now, Jesus begins to reveal the Father's plan to them. His 
disciples have seen many great miracles; they’ve even done some themselves. Through this, the author, 
Mark, has been answering the question, "Who is this Jesus?". The way Mark's story unfolds has shown that 
He is one of the greatest of all time. Many Jewish religious leaders and even commoners were used to 
prophets rising and falling and teachers doing great works among them, yet Jesus was to go down as one of 
the best. Most did not believe Him to be the Messiah: God's chosen one, to restore God's Kingdom in power 
and glory, reigning and ruling over all the Earth. 
 
They believed this Messiah would come in such a way that it was undeniable who He was, certainly not in the 
way this Jesus was. In verse 31, Jesus tells His disciples the Son of Man must be rejected, killed, and rise. 
This was scandalous. It was downright horrifying; to think the Messiah must suffer, be beaten, ridiculed, 
mocked, tortured, murdered, and rise. This wasn't the way it was supposed to go. It was completely opposite 
of how every Jew believed the Messiah was to come and reign as king. 
 
Mark's central theme for Mark 8 is, "Behold the King, come to die." As Mark has given framework to who Jesus 
was, he is now revealing to us Jesus as the Messiah, the Crucified King. 
 
Our understanding of who Jesus is has to be revolutionized! If we are to be part of His revolution, seeing Him 
simply as lord, master, king, high priest, god, or teacher is not enough. It only allows us to accept the things 
about Him we want to. It allows us to see Him as a king to fulfill our own agenda, the same as the Jews did 
back then. He is the Messiah come to die, to bear our sin. If we are to come after Him we must lose our lives 
as He did. 
 
Being in His revolution comes at the cost of our way of life, our own agenda, own point of view. Jesus told His 
disciples in verse 35, "For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and 
the gospel's will save it." 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 8 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Who do you say that Jesus is? 
 
2. Have you rebuked Jesus for not showing up in a certain way or according to your own plans? Share a time 
when Jesus showed up in the way you didn't expect. 
 
3. Read verses 22-26. How does this tie into verses 37-38? What does the first healing represent? What does 
the second healing represent? 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

SCRIPTURES: 

8 In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to 
him and said to them, 2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three days 
and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And 
some of them have come from far away.” 4 And his disciples answered him, “How can one feed these people 
with bread here in this desolate place?” 5 And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, 
“Seven.” 6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having 
given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before 
the crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set 
before them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets 
full. 9 And there were about four thousand people. And he sent them away. 10 And immediately he got into 
the boat with his disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha.[a] 
 
The Pharisees Demand a Sign 
11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 And 
he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be 
given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side. 
 
The Leaven of the Pharisees and Herod 
14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he 
cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”[b] 16 
And they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. 17 And Jesus, aware of this, said 
to them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are 
your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not 
remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did 
you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of 
broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do you not yet 
understand?” 
 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida 

 



 

22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged him to touch him. 23 
And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and 
laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” 24 And he looked up and said, “I see people, but 
they look like trees, walking.” 25 Then Jesus[c] laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his 
sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 And he sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter 
the village.” 
 
Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 
27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 
others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 
“You are the Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 
 
Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and 
the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
 
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life[d] will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  

 


