
 

MARKED 
03.05.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What is your least favorite critter? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This past Sunday we began our new series, Marked. Through this series of messages, we will continue to look 
into the Gospel of Mark, focusing on what it looks like to be marked by Jesus. His revolution brings about the 
greatest change the world has ever seen, and we are part of it! We are marked ! 
 
At the end Mark 9, Jesus teaches His disciples about being “salty”. He calls all of his followers to be the salt of 
the earth and to remain salty. This a characteristic Jesus points out that we need to have. It's part of being 
marked in His revolution. Jesus challenges us to remain salty. He says in verse 50, "If salt has lost its 
saltiness, how will you make it salty again?"  
 
Greg gave us 3 action items in order to stay salty: 
 
1. Be saturated in God's presence 

- Walk daily with Jesus, through His Word, in prayer, and service 
- Reference verses 14-32, when the disciples asked why they could not drive out the demon.  
There are some obstacles in life you will not overcome without being saturated in God's presence 

 
2. Seek the lowest place and serve those who can't pay you back 

- Every time you do this, you're seasoning your relationships 
- Reference verses 33-37. Jesus taught that the greatest would serve the least 

 
3. Sever your connection with good things that cause you to sin. 

- Reference verses 42-48. Keeping parts of your life that are good but enable sin dilutes our saltiness, 
making us un-useful 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Read verses 49 & 50. What does it mean to be salty? Discuss specific areas of life (work, home, school, in 
social settings, etc...). 
 
2. Are there areas in your life God is highlighting to you that you are not being His salt? If so, what keeps you 
from being salty? 
 
3. Read verses 42-48. What do you need to sever from your life? How can this help us remain to be the salt of 
the Earth? 

 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 9 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
 

SCRIPTURES: 

Temptations to Sin 
42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,[g] it would be better for him if a great 
millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell,[h] to the unquenchable 
fire.[i] 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to 
be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is 
not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire.[j] 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, 
how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  

 


