
 

MARKED 
03.12.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 

 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What is the biggest thing you are looking forward to this summer? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This past Sunday's message was on Mark 10, and focused on "One Heart Marriage". In the beginning of Mark 
10, the Pharisees try to trap Jesus by asking Him if divorce should be allowed. They are hoping that Jesus will 
align himself with one of the two group perspectives on divorce, and thereby alienate himself from the other 
group. Jesus’ response is highlighted by three main points that Greg highlighted: 
 
1) Check your heart 
 
Jesus said the only reason Moses allowed divorce was because "your heart was hard". God hates divorce, 
and He wants us to check our hearts to see if we are become hard and not allowing God or our spouse in. 
 
2) Embrace God's Intention 
 
God's intent in marriage is for the two become one and be "cemented" together. Divorce causes a "tearing" 
that  will always be there in our lives. We need to weigh the consequences for ourselves and those around us, 
and embrace what God intended for marriage. 
 
3) Embrace God's Mercy 
 
No matter where we are, God's mercy offers forgiveness and a new beginning if we only accept what He offers 
and turn back to Him. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Read verses 1-5. How does having a hard heart affect all of our relationships? What can we do to recognize 
when our hearts are becoming hard and soften them? 
 
2. Read verses 6-7. How does the "tearing apart" that occurs after the end of any physical relationship, but 
especially marriage, impact both the individuals and the ones around them? How can understanding this 
consequence affect our decisions as both single and married persons? 
 
3. Read verses 13-16. How does the blessing Jesus gives the children help us understand His mercy and love for 
us? How can you come to Him like a child today to ask for His mercy in the area of marriage and relationships? 

 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 10 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. 
And again, as was his custom, he taught them. 
 
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He 
answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife,[a] 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they 
are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
 
10 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 And he said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
Let the Children Come to Me 
13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But 
when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to 
such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these 

thoughts as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you 

see?  hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or 

another character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing 

out to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or 

memories arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be 

quiet  for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new 

awareness, or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking 

and feeling, about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence 

and allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your 

experience,  writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, 

what you felt Jesus was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase 

from the text that stands out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice 

any themes or patterns.  

 


