
 

MARKED 
03.19.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What is your favorite green food? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This past Sunday, we dove into Mark 10:35-45. The disciples, James and John, asked Jesus that they would be 
exalted with Jesus as He is made king; to sit at His right and left hand. This request sparked Jesus to teach His 
disciples on what it takes to be the greatest. In short, the greatest among them would be the servant of all. Greg 
gave us 3 action items for us to live out Jesus' teaching from verses 35-45: 
 
1. Refuse the Bad Example  

● Don't cast authority  
● Do not be uncaring about others  
● Don't strive for your image to be great  
● Don't promote yourself 

 
Verses 43-44 is the antidote 
 
2. Take the Initiative to Serve  

● Find what ministers to other people  
● Find rhythms of serving where your heart can be shaped to be like Jesus 

 
Verse 45 is the greatest example 
 
3. Keep Looking to Jesus and let His Example Shape You  

● Jesus washed feet 
● He drove people out of the temple 
● He cared for the poor 
● He hung out with His friends 
● He spoke up for children and those without a voice 
● He didn't defend Himself when attacked 
● He loved His disciples until the end 

 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. Read verses 35-41. What does this attitude reveal about James and John? What did this do in the 
relationships amongst the disciples? How does this play out in today's world?  
 
2. Read verses 42-45. Why is taking the lowest position, a servant, considered being great? What does this 
teach others about Jesus? 
 
3. Share examples from question 2. Think about times you have or seen others serve in a lower position. How 
did this change the dynamic of a relationship, a church, or their image? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 10:35-45 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do 
for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they 
said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to 
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized 
with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus 
called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must 
be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


