
 

MARKED 
03.26.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Where is your favorite place to hike or camp in Colorado? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
We all face troubles and hardships in our lives. These can seem so big, they can feel like mountains. Sunday, we 
studied Mark 11:12-25. Jesus showed us that those mountains can be moved.  
 
The disciples and Jesus were on their way to Jerusalem when they spotted a fig tree. Upon finding it, Jesus 
cursed it because it was not bearing fruit. The fig tree was a symbol of the temple and priests they were about to 
encounter. When they arrived at the temple, Jesus became angry because of the business there to make a profit 
off of God's house. He began to turn over tables and drive people out. He and the disciples left, returning to the 
fig tree.  
 
Peter pointed out the fig tree that Jesus cursed was withered. Jesus began teaching his disciples on the truth 
about faith against the impossible. 
 
Pastor Greg showed us 3 things about moving mountains through prayer from this passage: 
 
1. Believe - verses 22-23 
 
2. Expect - verse 24 
 
3. Keep your heart clean - verse 25 
 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. Read verses 12-19. What did the fig tree represent?  
 
2. Read verses 20-25. Discuss the truths Jesus was teaching His disciples. How do these apply to our faith 
today? What does truly believing what you pray look like? 
 
3. What is blocking you from praying and believing? 
 
 
 

 



 

MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 10:35-45 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig 
tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, 
for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his 
disciples heard it. 
 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those 
who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who 
sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was 
teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were 
seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19 
And when evening came they went out of the city. 
 
The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree 
20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 21 And Peter 
remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus 
answered them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 
thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will 
be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 
will be yours. 25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that 
your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


