
 

MARKED - Palm Sunday 
04.09.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

If you could meet one person from history, who would it be? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This Sunday's message was about Christ's triumphant entry into Jerusalem. Otherwise known as Palm Sunday, 
this key event was fulfilling prophecy as the Messiah coming to Jerusalem as king. When Jesus did this, He came 
to claim all that is His and to pay the ransom to buy us back! As He went towards the city, followers from outside 
the city were waving palm branches shouting, "Hosanna!" This means save now. In essence, they were 
announcing that salvation is now, Jesus is salvation and here is here!  
 
Before Jesus made His way toward Jerusalem, he asked his disciples to go the village ahead and retrieve an 
unused colt for Him to ride into Jerusalem. He told them to tell those who ask that the Lord has need of it. The 
colt in this story is us. God has need of you to fulfill His Kingdom work here on Earth. No matter how little you 
think you have, whether it be influence, materialistic things, position, power, relationships, God has need of you. 
He calls us all to respond to Him to be used because the time is now. 
 
If we go back to the Old Testament, God asked Moses, "What do you have in your hand?" All Moses had was a 
staff, and God used Moses and this staff numerous times to do Kingdom work. God used who Moses was and 
what he had. God can use you through even the smallest of what you have and; He can use who you are! He can 
take what is ordinary and do miraculous things for His glory and to draw people to Him. 
 
We can face resistance when Jesus calls us to be used by Him. At times, we can feel or think we are unusable, 
just how an unused colt was considered; it was unbridled and untamed. This colt could be seen as useless. Many 
times, when Jesus calls us, we can start to feel this way. Countless times throughout the Bible, though, God used 
the least likely to accomplish the greatest. He can use you just the same. All you have to be is willing. 
 
Remember this week: We are the method of delivery for Jesus' triumphal entry into other people's lives. 
 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1. Read Exodus 4:1-17. In what 3 ways does Moses resist to God? What is the significance of his resistance? 
What are the similarities in us today? 
 
2. From Exodus passage: What is God's response to Moses? How does this apply to us today? 
 
3. If God asked, "What do you have?" what would you say? What gifts, talents, skills, and abilities do you have? 

 



 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 11:1-10 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Mark 11:1-10 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus[a] sent 
two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it 
you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are 
you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And they went away 
and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there 
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And they told them what Jesus had said, and they 
let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And 
those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
Exodus 4:1-17 (for questions 1 & 2) 
Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord 
did not appear to you.’” 2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he 
said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from 
it. 4 But the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and 
caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Again, the 
Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.”[a] And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he 
took it out, behold, his hand was leprous[b] like snow. 7 Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your 
cloak.” So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest 
of his flesh. 8 “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may believe the latter 
sign. 9 If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from 
the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on 
the dry ground.” 
 
10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken 
to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made 
man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now therefore go, 
and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please 
send someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not 
Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and 
when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and 

 



 

I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16 He shall speak for you 
to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him. 17 And take in your hand this 
staff, with which you shall do the signs.” 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


