
 

It’s the End of the World as we Know it... 
04.23.17 COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Name one movie that describes your life. 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This past Sunday's message kicked off the "It's the end of the World as we know it" series out of Mark chapter 13, 
where Jesus shares about the end times. We focused on verses 1-8 where Jesus shares about the destruction of 
the temple and other warning signs of the end times.  
 
The temple historically was the core identity of the Israelites, and indicated their selection by God as His holy 
people. The disciples were astonished at the idea that it would be destroyed, and worried about the other warning 
signs of the end times that included wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes, and false prophets. The prophecy that 
the temple itself would be physically destroyed was fulfilled in 70 AD, but spiritually, Jesus’ death and resurrection 
also made us the temple of the Holy Spirit. The "insider" mentality that the Israelites had was changing, and 
Jesus was now opening access to God to everyone. 
 
In all of this, Jesus’ main point is that we: 
 
1) Be on guard 
2) Don't freak out 
3) Don't worry 
4) Keep watch 
 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 

1) Read verses 1-3. What does it mean for us to be the temple of God instead of a building? How might we still 
get this confused today by putting our identity in the church building? 
 
2) The Israelites thought the temple meant they were "in" with God. What does it mean to have a boarding 
pass or fire insurance mentality in regard to our relationship with Jesus? How might we treat others differently 
if we stopped focusing on if others are "in" or "out"? 
 
3) Read verses 5-8. With the chaos going on in the world today, how can we "not be alarmed”? What practical 
steps can we take in our own lives and in our relationships with others to reduce the anxiety related to these 
"birth pains?" 

 



 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 13:1-8 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Mark 13:1-8 
And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful 
stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? 
There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 
3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and 
Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when 
all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no 
one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many 
astray. 7 And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, 
but the end is not yet. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the 
birth pains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


