
 

It’s the End of the World as we Know it... 
05.07.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What is one skill you would love to learn? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This past Sunday we dove deeper into Mark chapter 13. Jesus is in the middle of his pronouncement of the end 
of the world. This particular section from verses 14-23 can seem dark and heavy, but yes, there is a purpose 
behind all of this. Jesus begins speaking about the abomination of desolation in the destruction of the temple. It 
seems as if death is going to be everywhere and that there will be little hope. When Jerusalem was invaded by 
the Roman empire in 70 A.D. and the temple was destroyed, it certainly seemed hopeless; eerily close to what 
Jesus was describing. An invader laid waste to thousands and thousands of people and the temple itself. In the 
middle of all of this, it's very easy to feel the weight of the darkness that took place when the temple was 
destroyed. This can leave can one asking, "Why?" And what does this say about the character and nature of 
God?  
 
God will lay waste to anything that keeps us from Him (The temple had become a place for people's agenda 
rather than God's). 
 
The events here in Mark 13 that Jesus describes, reveal to us just how righteous and passionate God is. 
 
Brian pointed out three points from this text: 
 
1. God isn't passive - He has declared war on all that would keep us from Him 
 
2. Jesus warns us to be on guard - to be vigilant, to not chase after what our heart wants, placing them over God. 
False gods and prophets arise. Jesus warns us not to follow.  
 
3. Jerusalem was crushed so we didn't have to be. Jesus was crushed so we didn't have to be. God seeks our 
liberation and salvation even at the highest cost to Himself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. How can we be on our guard? What does this look like in our lives today? 
 
2. What have you been chasing after that is not Jesus? How can being on our guard stop this from continuing to 
happen? 
 
3. Is there anything in your life that you think God is wanting to abolish in order to get you closer to Him? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 

PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 13:9-13 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Mark 13:14-23 
14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be (let the 
reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15 Let the one who is 
on the housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, 16 and let the one who is 
in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 17 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those 
who are nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray that it may not happen in winter. 19 For in those 
days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God 
created until now, and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human 
being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days. 21 And 
then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 For 
false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if 
possible, the elect. 23 But be on guard; I have told you all things beforehand. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


