
 

It’s the End of the World as we Know it... 
05.21.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

1. How is “First Five Last Five” going for you? 
 
2. What was your favorite T.V. show as a child? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
On Sunday we continued in Mark 13, where we talked about 'life changing' events. Jesus said "now learn this 
lesson." There are seven different ways that we learn: visually, audibly, logically, etc. and Jesus taught us in all 
these ways. Sometimes we think of being taught from a teacher in a classroom setting, but Jesus invites us to be 
an apprentice-like a disciple. An apprentice learns by working and spending time with the teacher or master and 
gaining knowledge over a period of time. 
 
Jesus will stop and talk to/teach us then will keep moving. In a relationship with Jesus, we need to keep following 
Him and not get detoured over time. 
 
Greg shared a story about when he was golfing and was new in the faith he would pray 'please God, please God, 
help this to work, help me make this put!' And then it didn't go in. His mom pointed out how he had stopped 
practicing and was not learning what he was supposed to be. Not paying attention to the signs, he realized he still 
needed to work hard and practice. When things did work out, he was thankful to God for it. He learned a lesson 
that God was trying to teach him. 
 
This isn't magic! Jesus is calling us to be his apprentice, pay attention to the signs, and be mindful of what God is 
trying to teach you. Timing and trust builds a relationship. Many can bail on the faith simply because the timing 
didn't work out, but we can trust God. Verse 31 says "heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never 
pass away." What results in our life is a humble and trusting relationship with Jesus, not a smug sense of 
superiority, indifference or anxiety. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1) How do you typically learn best? What keeps you from learning something? 
 
2 )What is a lesson you have learned from Jesus? How did you learn it? 
 
3) What is an area in your life that you feel you are currently an apprentice to Jesus? Where are you still 
learning and needing to pay attention? 
 
4) What is an area in your life you are hoping for change and to learn? What steps can you take to pay attention 
and take the time to be an apprentice? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 13:24-27 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Mark 13:28-31 
 
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 
he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


