
 

It’s the End of the World as we Know it... 
05.28.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What are  your favorite summer scents? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
“We tend to read the bible with the narrow lens of trying to apply all of it to our current day.” 
– Greg Thompson 
  
So, how can we relate to scripture today? When reading Mark and looking at the disciple’s story, we can see the 
posture Jesus would like us to take. If Jesus were speaking to us He might say the same things, like, “Keep 
watch.” To be a watchman means to be aware and alert to anything that is a threat.  
 
For us we are also watching for Jesus. It is not a posture of anxiety; you must learn how to keep watch and be in 
a peaceful place. Wait. Anticipate. Look forward. Be on your guard. We are to keep watch for threats to faith and 
community; be alert for threats that cause us to be spiritually asleep or passive.  
 
By offering these things in prayer we are aware of them and choose to release the things that burden us. Jesus 
wants us to be watchful, to look, lean in, and pray about what’s going on. Mark 13:37 says, “What I say to you I 
say to all: Stay awake.”  
 
 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Can you identify with being exhausted or worn out by life like the disciples? 
  
2. What tends to wear you out?  
  
3. What do you think Greg meant when he said, “Life would go better if we all learned to watch and pray, to 
turn what’s going on into prayer?” 
  
4. How can you offer what is taking a toll on you to Jesus? 
 

 



 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 13:24-27 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Mark 13:32-37 
 
32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will 
come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for 
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when 
the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37 And what 
I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


