
 

First Things First 
06.11.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

If you could be any sea creature, what would you be? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
God asks us for our first and best. Not the last and the scraps! Throughout the Old Testament, there are many 
commands, laws, and stories about giving God our first and best. We are to honor (give weight) to Him. Not only 
are we to do this, but are to do it with gratitude. The Bible says God loves a cheerful giver. This is not about just 
giving God our first and best, but also is the status of our hearts when we do this.  
 
So what do we have? We have our time, talents, and treasure.  
 

● Time - Sabbath (we resist productivity and seek rest). We offer our first and the best of our time to God, 
even if that means to rest. 
 

● Talents - Serve with your gifts (do everything as unto the Lord). Let's serve those who cannot repay us! 
 

● Treasure- tithe (1st tenth of income- our first and best) Proverbs 3:9 says, "Honor the LORD with your 
wealth and with the best part of everything you produce." 

 
We are to honor him with our treasure!  
 
God himself gave His first and best - His one and only Son. Our attitude should be to follow Him in giving Him our 
first and best, even more-so with gratitude! 
 
Many times we have impatience, life issues, debt, desires, selfishness, fear, and backwards priorities. We end up 
taking our first and best for ourselves. But God wants unblemished offering (see Malachi 1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. What is most important in your life? Where is your best and first fruits of your time spent?  
 
2. Where and how are you using the best of your talents? Where is the best and first of your treasure? 
 
3. What would it look like for you today to give Him your first and best? What would that prayer be like?  
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Proverbs 3:9-12 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Proverbs 3:9-12 
9 Honor the Lord with your wealth 
    and with the firstfruits of all your produce; 
10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, 
    and your vats will be bursting with wine. 
11 My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline 
    or be weary of his reproof, 
12 for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, 
    as a father the son in whom he delights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


