
 

First Things First - Freed From Fear 
06.25.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What was your favorite childhood movie? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
"You can have a spirit of poverty even if you make a million dollars a year." - GT 
 
All of us think we'd be comfortable and less stressed about money if we had 10% more. We tend to be generous 
when we can see an immediate payoff and live in fear when we're unsure of how it's going to turn out. This 
attitude is easy to see when it comes to our finances, but is often the same posture we take in relationships, our 
jobs, and so much more. 
 
In 2 Samuel 24, we find David, after greatly disappointing the Lord, looking to build an altar and give a gift to God. 
David is offered everything needed to offer a sacrifice for free by Araunah. It seems simple: now all David has to 
do is give it all to God. However, King David responds, "I will not offer to the Lord burnt offerings that cost me 
nothing." David payed the man for the oxen and materials and through his offering felt freed from his fear. 
 
It's easy to give God the things we no longer want or even the things that cost us nothing. By providing payment, 
David understood that true generosity comes from sacrifice. Through sacrifice, we are freed from the shackles 
that tie us to fear and greed. It is sacrificial giving that brings freedom from the fear of not having enough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Why do you think statistically people say they'd be comfortable and less stressed about money if they had 
10% more? Do you think 10% makes that much of a difference? 
 
2. What do you hold tightly to in your life out of fear? 
 
3. What does it mean for you to sacrificially give in your life? 
 
4. How can you turn your fears into offerings to Jesus this week? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: 2 Samuel 24:18-25 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

2 Samuel 24:18-25 
18 And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, raise an altar to the Lord on the 
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19 So David went up at Gad's word, as the Lord 
commanded. 20 And when Araunah looked down, he saw the king and his servants coming on 
toward him. And Araunah went out and paid homage to the king with his face to the ground. 21 
And Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” David said, “To buy the 
threshing floor from you, in order to build an altar to the Lord, that the plague may be averted 
from the people.” 22 Then Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what 
seems good to him. Here are the oxen for the burnt offering and the threshing sledges and the 
yokes of the oxen for the wood. 23 All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” And Araunah said 
to the king, “May the Lord your God accept you.” 24 But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will 
buy it from you for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me 
nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25 And David 
built there an altar to the Lord and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the Lord 
responded to the plea for the land, and the plague was averted from Israel. 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


