
 

Neighbors - Loving People Who You’re Afraid of 
07.16.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What were you afraid of as a kid? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This Sunday we continued our series, “Neighbors”. God calls us to disciple and love everyone. Sometimes, the 
people most frequently in our lives are the ones we tend to neglect when it comes to sharing Jesus. Why? It's 
hard to talk about some of the most important, difficult, or controversial things with the people we see everyday. 
However, strangers or those we will never see again but for the moment, are easier to do this with. If things don't 
go right, you're free, you're off the hook, and there is no messy conversation to avoid. But Jesus tells us to love 
our neighbor. While the foreigner, stranger, or acquaintance need Jesus, our neighbors do too.  
 
It's even more difficult when our neighbors are those we fear! Usually we avoid coming in contact with those we 
are afraid of. We make assumptions about people based on gossip, hearsay, or our own casual observations. 
Yet, even on the cross, the thief hanging next to Jesus was welcomed into the Kingdom.  
 
1 John 4:18 says, "There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not been perfected in love." 
 
We have to let the love of God for us and for the lost, drive out the fear we sometimes face. The scripture is also 
true in reverse - fear drives out love. But the two do not coincide; you cannot both fear and love someone. We 
must choose to love, even those we might consider scary! 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Who do you fear? Is it a people group identifiable by race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, culture, or 
economic status?  
 
2. What do you have to lose crossing the line of fear? What do you have to gain? 
 
3. Read 1 John 4:17. What is "perfected love?" 
 

 



 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: 1 John 4:7-21 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

1 John 4:7-21 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And 
we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have 
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 
abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no 
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love 
God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever 
loves God must also love his brother. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


