
 

Neighbors - Loving Your Neighbor 
07.23.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What was your favorite neighborhood game as a kid? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
We continued this week in our series: Neighbors. God has been challenging us not just in how we define who our 
neighbors are, but also the way we treat and love them. He call us to love people, not write them off. This isn't 
any easy task. It takes interaction; it takes guts and a willingness to put yourself out there. Jesus calls us to real 
life involvement, even if it's messy, awkward, or feels unnatural.  
 
In Mark 12:28-34, Jesus gets asked a super bold question in front of thousands. Leading up to this: He entered 
Jerusalem, as the supposed coming King and Messiah; the one who would go to war with Rome and establish 
God's Kingdom. But He didn't do that when He came. In fact, He did the opposite. He began teaching truths 
contrary to what the Jewish religious leaders had been teaching. He was giving them the Kingdom, but not in the 
way they wanted. So a scribe, a copier of the Old Testament, sees Jesus teaching and dispelling quarrels, and 
asks, "What is the greatest commandment?" However, the real question was, "What do you say God is like and in 
light of that, how are we to live in the world? 
 
Jesus said the most important is this, "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One." Two words in the first 
part of His answer mean everything. 
1) Lord: it's a reference to the covenant name of God, which brings remembrance of who God declared He was to 
Moses and His people - the covenant that God has bound Himself to us, and that He loves us.  
2) Our: the possessive term that correlates Himself with His people. That we are no one else's, but His.  
 
Out of this reality, Jesus continues: 
 
"And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength." 
We are to love God from head to toe, with everything we are. Every moment is to be spent loving and serving the 
Lord your God. We are to be utterly yielded to Him.  
 
Yet, that wasn't all. Jesus adds, "The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’" 
 
In the same way we receive love from God, we are to love our neighbors. It's easy to love humanity but hard to 
love our neighbor. We usually find the neighbors we like, or even the idea of a neighbor. Jesus calls us to love 
who they are, not who you want them to be. This requires us to connect with humanity in all its messiness, chaos, 
hardship, awkwardness, and things we don't like.  

 



 

 
Loving our neighbor as we love ourselves isn't a box to be checked, an event we go to, or a moment where we 
have a haphazard connection. It's a collective of shared experiences with someone, where you love them in the 
same manner God loves you. Through this, the Kingdom of God spreads. 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Who is your neighbor? Do you even know who they are? Their name? What do they like? Do you know part 
of their story? What are they hopeful for? What are they afraid of? 
 
2. Who lives in your house with you? Who in your house needs to be loved as you love yourself? 
 
3. What does it look like to truly live out loving your neighbor? What struggles do you face diving into this 
command? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Mark 12:28-34 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Mark 12:28-34 
28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 
answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 29 Jesus 
answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” 32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. 
You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 And to love him with all 
the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as 
oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And when Jesus saw that 
he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no 
one dared to ask him any more questions. 
 
 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


