
 

First Things First - Expect A Miracle 
07.02.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What is your favorite way to celebrate Independence Day? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
We serve a God who works miracles! A miracle, in simple terms, is supernatural activity by God. Baker's 
Encyclopedia of the Bible defines miracle as an event which may seem contrary to nature and which signifies an 
act in which God reveals himself to man.  
 
God wants to reveal Himself to us. Miracles are one of the most powerful and memorable ways He does this. 
Often times, we don't believe they happen today or they are not for me. We nominalize the very word, miracle. It's 
become watered down to the point where if one were to happen, we may not even believe it's real or true! Why 
don't we see many miracles? Jesus didn't do many works in his hometown because of their unbelief. Our unbelief 
can stifle the way we live. How you see God in terms of provision is how you live. We can believe our prayers and 
faith are a vending machine. This makes our faith shallow.  
 
In 2 Kings 4:1-7, a widow was about to have her two children taken away to repay a debt. She came to Elisha, 
seeking what she should do. Elisha instructed her to gather as many jars as she could, and to pour the remaining 
oil she had left until all the jars were full. This miracle aligned to the measure of her faith. She obeyed, acted, and 
gave thanks to God! 
 
Jesus doesn't want us to have shallow faith. He wants us to live with expectancy, just like the widow and the oil. 
How can we build a culture of expectation and still walk through suffering and unanswered prayer? 
 
How do we build up our faith? 
 

1. Recount His miracles of provision  
2. Sing of His wonders 
3. Study the Life of Jesus and His miracles  
4. Repent of unbelief 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. How can we count on God in everyday life? With the small and big things? 
 
2. Following the steps Greg provided, which step do you do and not do the most? What is the importance of 
each step? 
 
3. Share together the areas you are having unbelief in. As a group, pray for one another. Be specific in the areas 
you need prayer for with unbelief. 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: 2 Kings 4:1-7 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

2 Kings 4:1-7 
Now the wife of one of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha, “Your servant my husband is dead, 
and you know that your servant feared the Lord, but the creditor has come to take my two 
children to be his slaves.” 2 And Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me; what have 
you in the house?” And she said, “Your servant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil.” 3 Then 
he said, “Go outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty vessels and not too few. 4 
Then go in and shut the door behind yourself and your sons and pour into all these vessels. And 
when one is full, set it aside.” 5 So she went from him and shut the door behind herself and her 
sons. And as she poured they brought the vessels to her. 6 When the vessels were full, she said to 
her son, “Bring me another vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not another.” Then the oil 
stopped flowing. 7 She came and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your 
debts, and you and your sons can live on the rest.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


