
 

Neighbors - Loving People Who Get on Your Nerves 
07.09.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
 
 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What was your favorite neighborhood game or activity as a child? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
Jesus was giving part of His sermon on the mount at the end of Matthew 5. He was using common sayings and 
laws from Jewish society as a platform to teach deeper truths of the Kingdom. Often times, the truth of the 
Kingdom was nearly opposite of these common sayings. The “Eye for an Eye” law was intended to keep people 
from over-retaliation. Yet, Jesus tells us to not keep things tit-for-tat. He wants us to go the next mile with our 
offenders, to show humility and love. Jesus wants us to do the opposite of all the examples of common laws and 
social construct. He wants us to offer more of ourselves to the point of love to break through.  
 
Verse 44 says, "But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you." Jesus' teaching 
shows us the path to having spiritual maturity. Spiritual maturity is tested in how we respond to people who irritate 
and wrong us. It brings out the true God-created person out of us.  
 
God will put certain types of people in you life in order to transform you, and Jesus wants us to learn to love them. 
Jesus is teaching us to be Kingdom citizens.  
 
How do we do this? Greg gave us 3 steps to love those who are hard to love in our lives: 
 

1. Love them (agape love- this type of love comes from a determination of will, the decision to love) 
2. Pray for them 
3. Never stop maturing 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Who in your life gets on your nerves? Who would you consider your enemy? 
 
2. Does loving your enemy deny justice?  
 
3. How does loving your enemy change you? 
 
4. In what ways does this make you become more reflective of God's Kingdom citizen? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Matthew 5:38-48 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Matthew 5:38-48 
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to 
you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 
And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who begs from 
you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.  
 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons 
of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 You therefore must be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


