
 

Neighbors - Loving the Unseen 
07.30.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Where would you hide in your house if you were to play hide and seek right now? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This week we continue our series, Neighbors, concentrating on loving the unnoticed and the unseen. We 
recounted the story of Zacchaeus to see how Jesus loves in this way. 
 
Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, but also wanted Jesus to see him; he wanted to be known. Our neighbors need 
to be seen. They need to be noticed’ to know they are accounted for, loved, and known.  
 
Matt talked about two different types of people that are unnoticed: 
 

The Overlooked - Deuteronomy 10:19a 
 
The Outsiders - Deuteronomy 10:19b 
 

Where do we start loving our neighbors? We meet them where they are at. Jesus went to Zacchaeus' house, with 
no prerequisites. Jesus frequently ate with tax collectors and sinners; He wasn't worried about what other people 
thought when he hung out with the overlooked and outsiders.  
 
According to 1 Corinthians 9:22, we are not compromising who we are by loving our neighbor. We are deciding to 
be interested in them and who they are in order to meet needs and love them. Paul decided to share Jesus in a 
way that didn't compromise who Jesus was to Him.  
 
Matt pointed out 3 big things from the text: 
 

1. Jesus greeted Zacchaeus by his name.  
 
2. Jesus ate a meal with him. Ministry happens over meals! 
 
3. Jesus calls us to seek, not change, our neighbors. We cannot change hearts - Jesus changes hearts. 
Our job is to seek them and love them. See Mark 4:26-27 (God makes the seed grow). 
 

Loving our neighbor as we love ourselves isn't a box to be checked, an event we go to, or a moment where we 
have a haphazard connection. It's a collective of shared experiences with someone, where you love them in the 
same manner God loves you. Through this, the Kingdom of God spreads. 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Who is it hard to see? Who do you notice that goes unnoticed?  
 
2. What is the biggest barrier for you to overcome breaking the ice with the unnoticed?  
 
3. How do we love like Jesus loved Zacchaeus, given who Zacchaeus was? How do we love those we risk our 
reputation on just by being around them? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Luke 19:1-10 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Luke 19:1-10 
He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. 
He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on 
account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must 
stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when 
they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if 
I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


