
 

Neighbors - Loving Your City 
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COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Describe a time from your childhood or adolescence when you were "the new kid on the block" and how others 
welcomed you. 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
Our series, Neighbors, continues with focus on God's instructions to His people whom He exiled in Babylon. Brian 
Brown used Jeremiah 29:4-9 in asking us to pray about and seek wisdom and discernment regarding God's 
agenda for our lives (versus our own agenda). 
 
Through Jeremiah, God reminds His people in Babylon "I sent you there for a purpose”, and encourages them to 
establish themselves in this new land (verses 5-6) and particularly verse 7: "Pursue the peace and welfare of the 
city where I sent you into exile. Pray to Me, the Eternal, for Babylon because if it has peace, you will live in 
peace" (The Voice). 
 
God asked His people to embrace their circumstances, fully commit to serving Him in that location, and truly trust 
Him regarding their future. He warned them against listening to false prophets in verse 9 (The Voice): "They are 
prophesying lies in My name!" 
 
In verse 10, God reminds His people their exile is not indefinite and especially (verse 11): "For I know the plans I 
have for you," says the Eternal, "plans for peace, not evil, to give you a future and hope--never forget that" (The 
Voice). 
 
Brian also referenced Revelation 21-22 regarding God's plan to "make all things new." Further, Brian read some 
quotes from Rodney Stark's book "The Rise of Christianity", which theorizes that Christianity was a success 
(especially as a new movement) because it provided those who joined it with a more appealing, more assuring, 
happier and perhaps longer life. 
 
God has placed each of us where we are at for a specific purpose! He has called us to “pursue the peace and 
welfare of our city”, just as He did with His people in Babylon. We are to be a light to our city - to show the love 
and majesty of Jesus to the broken and exiled. He has sent us to them! 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. How can you be a light to your city? How is your faith being tested in challenging circumstances? 
 
2. How does your life serve God with where you’ve been placed (your neighborhood, job, etc.)? 
 
3. How do you help others feel welcomed, seen, loved, comforted? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Jeremiah 29:4-9 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Jeremiah 29:4-9 
“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take 
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek 
the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare. 8 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let 
your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams 
that they dream, 9 for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, 
declares the Lord. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


