
 

Neighbors - Representing God 
08.13.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Describe a time when you helped (or were helped by) a neighbor or someone you didn't know. 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
The Neighbors series continues, with this week's message "Representing God". 
 
Using The Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37 (supported by Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18, 
Genesis 1:27) and The Ten Commandments, Mike reminds us we are clearly called to Love God and Love 
Others above all else. 
 
The lawyer questioning Jesus in the parable, by asking Him "Who is my neighbor?", is really asking "Who can I 
ignore?". 
 
The Jewish victim (perhaps like our neighbor) is unseen in plain sight and ignored. The Priest's and Levite's fears, 
justifications, negative judgments, and other "excuses" rationalize their non-involvement. It is noteworthy how the 
Good Samaritan not only demonstrates compassion, but goes above and beyond in caring for the victim, taking 
significant personal (perhaps life threatening) risks in so doing. 
 
We are created in His image and the instruments God uses in reflecting Jesus to others. God is love and mercy, 
not hate and judgment. We are encouraged to respond to His invitation out of desire, not guilt or obligation. The 
way we live, our motives and methods matter; be present, be aware, and live in the now. 
 
People around us are hurting, but not saying anything. Jesus sends people to help and will keep sending them 
until someone helps. Mike reminds us that "neighboring is messy" and we are to be the "seed planters" (letting 
people see Jesus through us) and let God worry about the results. How are we representing God to our 
neighbors? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. How are you personally feeling challenged to "love your neighbor as yourself"? 
 
2. How do you "represent God" at home, work and in your community? 
 
3. How do you overcome your fears, anxiety and apathy to love and serve your neighbors? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Luke 10:25-37 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Luke 10:25-37 
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
 
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and 
beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that 
road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came 
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his 
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn 
and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come 
back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among 
the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and 
do likewise.” 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


