
 

Neighbors - Praying for Your Neighbors 
08.20.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

What was your favorite thing growing up about going back to school in the fall? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
For the last several weeks we have been learning how to love our neighbors and the importance of having and 
building relationships with those around us. The series ended with Brian speaking out of Ephesians 3:7-21. 
 
Paul, the author, summarizes in chapter 3 how God has made us alive in Jesus so that we may have a life that is 
marked in goodness and the fulness. He points out that God is up to something. He has redeemed us and 
rescued us. It isn't random and it's not Him reacting to events. He isn't shocked by what is going on in the world. 
He has an agenda and it will be lived out. 
 
Jesus is unsearchably rich; there is beauty and glory in Him! Our life is to be in community that shows the infinite 
glory and absolute authority that Jesus is. As we live that out, we begin sharing this life with our neighbors and 
something begins to happen. The plan of God is fulfilled. That plan is to bring Jews and gentiles into one family - 
the family of God. 
 
The passage tells us we need to pray through the spirit of God that we would be strengthened so Jesus would 
come and abide in us. We need the power only from Jesus to do this. We can pray for these tools to accomplish 
His will. We need His strength! We must experience the height, depth and extension of God’s love for us 
ourselves so we can share it. Paul prays that we would know that which surpasses knowledge - to experience 
something of the depth of the love of God so we are utterly transformed. 
 
We encourage you to pray daily for your neighbors, that they may be able to experience the fullness that is only in 
Jesus. Pray for ways that we may be used to show that and spread the word of Jesus. 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
1. What areas in your life are you living for your own agenda and not God's purpose for you? Have you hit any 
walls that God put up to redirect you? 
 
2. What will you ask God to do in your neighbors’ lives? What will you ask God to do inside of you on behalf of 
your neighbor? 
 
3. How might your relationship with your neighbors change if you begin to pray for them by name daily? 

 



 

 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Ephesians 3:7-21 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Ephesians 3:7-21 
7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by 
the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your 
glory. 
 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love 
of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 
the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


