
 

Vision Sunday - Looking Forward 
08.27.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

When or how did you know SHV was your church home? 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
Greg presented this week's message "Looking Forward" upon his return from sabbatical as a reminder and vision 
of who we are and where we're going as God's church and community.  It also served as a prelude to next 
Sunday when we begin the "Fractured" series (teaching through the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7). 
 
Greg began with Isaiah 60:1-2, encouraging each of us to seek a "spiritual awakening" and break out of "going 
through the motions" while experiencing a new sense of hope, anticipation, desire, awareness, and reverential 
awe of God's nearness. When Jesus is "front and center" in our lives, the people He loves become the people we 
love, where the Kingdom comes in power to set wrong things right and people are equipped to do the works 
Jesus did. With awakening, the sick are healed and the oppressed set free. We are empowered not just to pray 
about it, but to see it happen. Greg invited us to focus on and commit to our next step for serving God. 
 
Greg reminded us that without prayer there is no awakening and without awakening there is no prayer. He quoted 
19th Century English theologian and author Charles Spurgeon who put Jesus "front and center" when addressing 
the many challenges people faced during that time. “Oh, for a living groan, one sigh of the soul, has more power 
in it than half an hour's recitation of pious words. Oh, for a sob of the soul or a tear from the heart." Prayer is "the 
secret" to opening our hearts and crying out to God for His kingdom to come. 
 
We can set the table for awakening, with prayer being central to the process, by: (1) building healthy relationships 
in the context of small groups, serving in our community, and sharing life with other followers of Jesus; (2) leaning 
more into providing time and opportunities for God to bring healing to people, including places for healing prayer 
during SHV services. 
 
Greg cited Psalm 87 (Glorious Things of You Are Spoken), noting in verse 2 "the Lord loves the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob." Zion is symbolic of the New Testament local church community and 
represents the gathered people of God. The other places mentioned in Psalm 87 represent the proud, the angry 
and vengeful, the greedy, those enslaved to ignorance and unbelief. 
 
God loves the place where people encounter Jesus the first time and start following Him. Jesus is always at (and 
is) the gate where outsiders enter the place of God's kingdom to worship and become family. With just one touch, 
one spoken word, everything changes; Jesus breathing life into us, opening our hearts and minds. God wants us 
to love what He loves and to celebrate. Representing this, Greg encouraged folks to invite neighbors, friends, and 
co-workers into community this Fall. 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. What actions are you taking to personally experience "spiritual awakening" in your home, at work, and in 
your community? 
 
2. What do you currently do to serve in God's Kingdom (both in and outside the church)? 
 
3. How do you help people feel welcomed, belonging, and a part of the SHV family? 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Isaiah 60:1-7 
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Isaiah 60:1-7 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 
upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall 
come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the 
sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises 
of the Lord. 
7 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you; the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; 
they shall come up with acceptance on my altar, and I will beautify my beautiful house. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


