
 

Fractured - Peacemakers 
09.03.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Describe the process and outcome of healing a physical or emotional "fracture" you've experienced. 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
Greg introduced the "Fractured" series based on Matthew 5-7 (Jesus' Sermon on the Mount), looking through the 
"lens" of relationships. Building healthy relationships is one way we set the table for (and respond to) spiritual 
awakening. This week's sermon addressed being Peacemakers who are a key to healing fractures in 
relationships. 
 
Greg asked, "What did Jesus mean about relationships?" In Luke 10:27, Jesus reminds us, "You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself."  Shalom peace is a state of well-being and we are encouraged in James 2:16 to live out 
our faith with actions to love and help others. "You will look like your Father in heaven when you make peace." 
 
In our desire to be peacemakers, first we are to seek peace from God because we can't "make peace" in 
relationships unless we're "at peace." We must allow Jesus to address our brokenness to begin the process of 
repairing and healing in order to re-form and transform us with His life and power. Matthew 5:1-10 sends a 
message of hope for healing. 
 
Greg described three stages of healing a fracture: (1) being reactive (wounds are still inflamed); (2) being 
repaired (renewed, put in good condition); (3) being remodeled (rebuilt to its intended shape). Part of being 
transformed by God involves breaking the old, unhealthy patterns and practicing new relationship skills.  
 
Greg described three ways to be a peacemaker:  (1) face your internal issues and deal with them (come to peace 
with God); (2) Martin Lloyd-Jones advises, "Learn first not to speak if you want to be a peacemaker" when facing 
and dealing with relationship issues; (3) facilitate peace between people who have broken relationships.  
 
Greg posed these questions - 
 
"What if one person doesn't want peace or won't face their issues?" 
     Pray for them, don't try to coerce them. It's fruitless to spend time and energy trying to resolve something 
people don't want to resolve. Speak in love and carry a posture of peace. 
 
"What if one person keeps fracturing relationships?" 
     Love them, deal with your own issues, your own heart, humble yourself. Whenever you humble yourself and 
forgive, Jesus steps in the middle and deals with people (though it may take time). 

 



 

 
In support of being a peacemaker, Greg quoted Abraham Lincoln, "Die when I may, I would like it to be said of 
me, that I always pulled up a weed and planted a flower where I thought a flower would grow." Abraham Lincoln 
was a peacemaker, although the Civil War resulted. He stood up for what was right and tried to bring warring 
sides together in peace. Peacemakers won't avoid conflict or "let sleeping dogs lie." Avoiding conflict ultimately 
produces the opposite of peace. Peacemakers bring warring sides together to forgive and let go of hate. 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Where do you need to experience the peace of Jesus and make peace in your life? 
 
2. How will you ask God for His mercy, forgiveness and His help in making wrong things right? Where in your 
life is this needed right now? 
 
3. When someone in your life is uninterested in reconciliation, how will you forgive, release, and bless them; 
then pray and allow Jesus to mend the fracture in you? As you pray about this, who comes to mind? 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 

 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 

Scriptures: Matthew 5:3-10  
 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 
 

Matthew 5:3-10 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons[a] of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


