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COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 

Describe your grandest "financial fantasy." 
 
SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
Matt Brown continued the Fractured series with Sunday’s message: You Can't Serve Two Masters; the love of 
money causes a fracture in our relationship with God and others. James 4:7-10 reminds us: "Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
exalt you." 
 
Matt shared this Jim Carrey quote: "I think everybody should get rich and famous and do everything they ever 
dreamed of so they can see that it's not the answer." Jesus talked about money all the time; Eternal Perspective 
Ministries founder and author Randy Alcorn stated that approximately fifteen percent of everything Christ said 
relates to the topic of money or treasure. That's more than one out of every ten verses! 
 
Anxiety and worry about financial matters impacts relationships and is always within the top five (if not the top 
two) reasons related to divorce. Typically, it's not about having enough money, the conflicts are about the use of 
money. Matt cited a Psychology Today article which described money-related divorce factors, including: 1. envy 
over who makes more money; 2. believing money habits are character traits ("that's just how I am"); 3. 
unwillingness to compromise over money issues; 4. hiding expenses. 
 
We're to focus on eternals (heavenly treasures, taking care of orphans, widows and the poor), not externals (what 
others see, material possessions). What's really important in our lives? We're to use discernment and discipline to 
distinguish between "wants" and "needs." It takes practice to be content! We're to serve, support, and give back 
to the church, including tithing (first ten percent), which may require sacrificial giving. If we don't focus on what's 
eternal, darkness comes (such as loneliness, sadness, depression) and we experience "spiritual blindness." 
 
God is love, Jesus is the light. It all starts in our hearts, removing the darkness. Fractures occur when we're 
double-minded about our relationship with God and the "embedded duality" which focuses on the "diety of 
wealth." How does what we're purchasing further the kingdom of heaven? We're not to be owned by our stuff. 
Let's invest in people coming into relationship with Jesus! 
 
There's no middle ground, we cannot serve both God and money. Let's choose eternal life, gladly serve God, and 
focus on healing relationship fractures related to our choices with money! 

 



 

 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. How do you struggle with “double-mindedness” about your use of money? 
 
2. What relationship fractures (with God and others) do you experience as a result of this struggle? 
 
3. How will you resolve and heal these fractures? 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 
 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 
Scriptures: Matthew 6:19-34 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

Matthew 6:19-34 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 
23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness! 
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

 



 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


