
 

Fractured - Fractured by Deception 
10.29.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 
Describe the traits and behaviors of the most "high character" person in your life (besides Jesus). 

SUMMARY (5 min) 
Greg concluded this sermon series with Fractured by Deception. In Matthew 7, we're reminded how each of us 
chooses our direction in life and the best path is not always easiest to follow: "There are two paths before you; 
you may take only one path. One doorway is narrow. One door is wide. Go through the narrow door. Now then 
that narrow door leads to a narrow road that in turn leads to life. It is hard to find that road. Not many people 
manage it" (verses 13-14). 
 
Even when we choose the narrow path, obstacles exist (Matthew 7:15): "Along the way, watch out for false 
prophets. They will come to you in sheep's clothing, but underneath that quaint and innocent wool, they are 
hungry wolves." We're to beware, pay attention, be on guard/watchful (not anxious) and use wisdom and 
discernment in relationships: "But you will recognize them by their fruits. People and their lives are like trees. A 
good tree cannot bear ugly, bitter fruit; nor can a bad tree bear fruit that is beautiful and tasty" (Matthew 7:16-18). 
 
Fruits = Character: a person's inner motives, standards, loyalties, attitudes and ambitions are eventually seen in 
their conduct. When mercy encounters brokenness, gifting is multiplied. When brokenness avoids transformation, 
hypocrisy is multiplied. 
 
Ten signs of deception and falsehood (checking the fruit): 
1. Jesus is no longer the center of what's going on (it becomes about other stuff, something false or unhealthy) 
2. There's charisma without character (the "shiny outside" doesn't match the "rotten inside") 
3. They major on the minors (focusing on the wrong or irrelevant things, being overly critical or judgmental) 
4. There's Exclusivism, misrepresenting John 3:16 ("for God so loved us" instead of the world "because we're 
special" which misses out on the heart of Jesus and keeps people out of God's Kingdom) 
5. Control, fear, manipulation and intimidation (the "scary fruit") 
6. Leaders are above the law ("behind the scenes" people are being mistreated, there's a "code language" used) 
7. Evil presence and power attach to lies and deception (Colossians 2:8, the Enemy is the father of lies and 
deception, don't open the door to spiritual bondage, 2 Corinthians 10:4, 1 John 4:1-6) 
8. Consumerism (beware of "prosperity" teachings, how are they God-based versus self-aggrandizing, 
narcissistic?) 
9. Relativism ("do whatever feels right to you", throw out parts of the Bible that are inconvenient or you don't 
agree with, don't yield to Jesus) 
10. Thin theology of the Cross (where Scripture is stripped of its essence rather than emphasizing "this is the 
Way of Life, follow Me!") 
 

 



 

Beware of the "bad fruit" which exists in the world. The Word of God is living, active and sets us free. "Holy Spirit 
come, we need Your guidance and direction to navigate the storms of deception!" 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Describe how you've experienced relationships fractured by deception and the related impacts on your life. 
 
2. Describe a situation related to deception where it was important that you discern between Holy Spirit 
conviction (humbling oneself before Jesus) and physical, mental or emotional discomfort. 
 
3. How have you been (or how do you need to be) healed from being deceived (or deceiving others) in 
relationships? 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 
 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 
 
Scriptures: Matthew 7:15-20 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Matthew 7:15-20 
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs 
from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their 
fruits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


