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COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 
 
If you could hear what someone is thinking for a day, who would you choose? 

SUMMARY (5 min) 
 
This week we began our new series, Faith. We will be diving into the book of Jude, a letter written by Jude, a 
supposed brother of Jesus. Jude’s letter reminds us that errant teaching and dissolute living have dire 
consequences. His letter is not a judgement, but rather, a warning to beloved believers to escape a deadly peril. 
Jude was written so that believers would contend for the faith that was transmitted to them and so that they would 
not abandon God’s love at a crucial time in the life of their church. 
 
This week's message is Contend for the Faith. 
 
There’s a battle going on for our faith. Jude said in verse 3 that the whole reason he wrote the letter was to urge 
people to contend for the faith. Satan is actively seeking out how to steal, kill, and destroy our very faith. Whether 
it be from tragedy, possessions, wrong teachings, sin, or whatever method the enemy can use, we have to be on 
guard! From the get go, Jude is calling people to watch out, urgently. 
 
The letter starts to pinpoint a warning about those who have snuck into the church community and brought 
perversion and sensuality, rejecting the Grace of God. They introduced the idea that people were very free to live 
a sexually promiscuous life because they were “free.” These people headlined denying Jesus and all that Jesus 
taught. 
 
Greg aptly pointed out, that not only are we to contend for our faith, but that this faith was something that was 
passed down. The tradition believers must strive to preserve is designated as "the faith". Faith in this context 
does not refer to trusting God, as Paul typically used the term. In this context, “faith” refers to the traditional 
teaching that was to be safeguarded. 
 
Faith is the substance of what has been believed and passed on to us. This is what we are to contend for. It is 
once and for all. It doesn’t need to change. It has been delivered, and God-breathed to us, God’s people.  
 
As followers of Jesus, we need to know what faith is, how to contend for it, and why that is important.  
 
Why is it important? It is a treasure that God has given to us. It’s His Words. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God. We are to contend for it! This means we are actually defending the sacred truths of scripture. 
Even in our own soul. We are entrusted to pass this on to the next generation. 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. Share and discuss the last time you had to fight for something. What was it and why? 
 
2. Have you ever had any moments of a faith crisis or things in your life that dramatically shaped your faith? 
Share and discuss. 
 
3. Jude says that he is trying to build up their faith in sticking to the message of the gospel. Why is it important 
to constantly remind ourselves about the message of the Gospel? 
 
4. When it comes to our opinions on cultural matters what should be the foundation?  
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 
 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 
 
Scriptures: Jude 1-4 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Jude 1-4 
1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James,  
 
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 
 
2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
 
3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


