
 

Faith - Pay Attention to Warning Signs 
11.12.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 
When you find yourself sounding like comedian Flip Wilson, "The devil made me do it," how do you stop and seek 
God? 

SUMMARY (5 min) 
Greg continued the Faith series from Jude's letter with this week's message focusing on verses 5-11: Pay 
Attention to Warning Signs. In these passages, Jude (the physical brother of Jesus) wanted those following Jesus 
to maintain an eternal perspective of life. Jude reminded them of how evil exists in the world; temptations to stray 
from the teachings of Jesus abound and the consequences of willful rebellion can be dire. "The deceivers among 
you despise what they do not understand; they live without reason like animals, reacting only with primal instincts; 
and their ways are corrupting them. Woe to those deceivers! They are doomed! They have followed in the 
footsteps of their father Cain, sold their souls for profit into Balaam's deceit, and suffered the devastation of 
Korah's rebellion" (verses 10-11). For emphasis, Jude provided historical reminders from scripture regarding the 
fates of rebellious heavenly messengers, unbelievers rescued from Egypt, plus people living in Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  
 
Leading British New Testament scholar N. T. Wright notes: "The biblical doctrine of God's wrath is rooted in the 
doctrine of God as the good, wise and loving creator, who hates yes, hates, and hates implacably--anything that 
spoils, defaces, distorts, or damages his beautiful creation. If God does not hate racial prejudice, he is neither 
good nor loving. If God is not wrathful at child abuse, he is neither good nor loving. If God is not utterly 
determined to root out from his creation, in an act of proper wrath and judgment the arrogance that allows people 
to exploit, bomb, bully, and enslave one another, he is neither loving, nor good, nor wise." 
 
While there are no simple answers to the problems of evil, we can pay attention to warning signs. Boundaries are 
important, necessary, and help keep us safe. People need to be responsible for themselves. They. Just. Don't. 
Want. To. What is it about human nature that causes us to ignore warning signs? Beyond the Ten 
Commandments, other scriptural warning signs are found in Proverbs 6:16-19 and Galatians 5:19-21. God sent 
His Son to be our advocate, to mediate for us through the Cross. He will also come in glory to judge the living and 
the dead (see Acts 10:42, 2 Timothy 4:1, 1 Peter 4:5). 
 
We've all missed the mark of perfection. Our safety and protection are in Jesus. In John 8:11, Jesus told the 
woman caught in adultery: "Well, I do not condemn you either; all I ask is that you go and from now on avoid the 
sins that plague you." It starts with and requires humbling ourselves before God to receive His mercy. However, 
in addition to repenting, we're also required to change our behavior (sin no more). 
 
If you want to contend for the faith, you have to pay attention to warning signs. Come as you are and pray, "Lord 
Jesus, have mercy on me!" 
 

 



 

DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. How do you struggle with the idea of God as Judge? 
 
2. What warning signs have you missed and what were the consequences? 
 
3. What spiritual disciplines do you practice that are guideposts which help you stay on the narrow path? 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 
 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 
 
Scriptures: Jude 5-11 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Jude 5-11 
5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out 
of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not 
stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal 
chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— 7 just as Sodom and 
Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued 
unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. 
 
8 Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, 
and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, 
was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people blaspheme all that they do not 
understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand 
instinctively. 11 Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for 
the sake of gain to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


