
 

Faith - God is Able 
11.26.17  

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

 
GATHERING TIME (10-15 min) 
 
PRAYER (3-5 min) 

ICEBREAKER (10 min) 
In the "Footprints In The Sand" poem parody shown during the sermon, with whom do you identify more: 
the person being carried by God during times of trial and suffering, or the one being dragged kicking and 
screaming? 

SUMMARY (5 min) 
Greg completed the Faith series on Jude's letter with his message about how God is able to keep us from 
stumbling. The focus was on the final two verses (24-25): "Now to the One who can keep you upright and 
plant you firmly in His presence--clean, unmarked, and joyful in the light of His glory--to the one and only 
God, our Savior, through Jesus the Anointed our Lord, be glory and greatness and might and authority; just 
as it has been since before He created time, may it continue now and into eternity. Amen." 
 
In the prior verses of Jude's letter, he encouraged us to: contend for the faith; remember the history and 
consequences of rebellion, pay attention to warning signs, pray in the Holy Spirit and persevere, lean in to 
the love of God, and show mercy to others and bring them to Him. Now we're reminded, despite chaos, 
confusion, and despair in the world, how God's hand is beyond strong and He will help us remain 
sure-footed! No matter how old we are or where we are on our journey with Jesus, we all need to be 
connected with Him and holding His hand as we walk down life's path. In John 15:5, Jesus was very direct: 
"I am the vine, and you are the branches. If you abide in Me and I in you, you will bear great fruit. Without 
Me, you will accomplish nothing." 
 
Greg compared an electric light to God's light. As an electric light must be connected to a power source for 
it to function, we must be connected to Jesus for the power of His light to shine through us. In Matthew 
5:16, we're reminded: "You are like that illuminating light. Let your light shine everywhere you go, that you 
may illumine creation, so men and women everywhere may see your good actions, may see creation at its 
fullest, may see your devotion to Me, and may turn and praise your Father in heaven because of it." In 
Ephesians 1:18, we're encouraged and ask Jesus: "Open the eyes of their hearts, and let the light of Your 
truth flood in. Shine Your light on the hope You are calling them to embrace. Reveal to them the glorious 
riches You are preparing as their inheritance." 
 
Jesus invites us: "Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). 
Know you are loved and kept by God, enter the Kingdom like a child and, as Jesus said: "Come, take My 
hand, follow Me!" 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
DISCUSSION (20-30 min) 
 
1. How do you struggle with trusting God and reaching for His hand to help guide and support you along 
life's path? 
 
2. Describe your current connection with God in your faith journey. 
 
3. How does God's light shine through you? 
 
 
MINISTRY TIME/PRAYER (10-15 min) 
 
Share your prayer requests and reports of God’s work in your lives with one another. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
assure your heart that whenever you walk through a valley the Lord will lead you and bring you peace. 
 
PRAYERFUL BIBLE READING (15-20 min) 
 
Scriptures: Jude 24-25 
Use the “Prayerful Bible Reading” 1-page sheet to guide all of you through reading this week’s scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURES: 

 
Jude 24-25 
 
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayerful Bible Reading  

 

Preparation: SETTLING  

Take a few moments just to settle yourself, to become quiet, relaxed but alert, and aware of God’s 

presence. You might picture Jesus there with you if that is helpful. Don’t worry about anything special 

happening, just remain open to God’s Spirit.   Ask Him to make this more than you ever could. You may 

have all kinds of thoughts arise  (things on your to--do list, gnawing issues or things that are difficult in 

your life, etc.), which is normal.  Rather than fighting them, it can be helpful to just notice these thoughts 

as they come and gently release each one to Jesus.  

 

READING  

Slowly  read  the  passage.  Place  yourself  in  the  scene.    Listen  with  the  senses— What  do  you  see? 

hear?  smell?  touch? feel?  Can you place yourself in the scene as a bystander, a disciple, or another 

character in the story?  How do you see Jesus in relation to yourself?  

 

REFLECTION  

Reread the passage a second time. What is capturing your attention?  What word or phrase is standing out 

to you, stirring or inspiring you, unnerving or disturbing you? Are there images, feelings, or memories 

arising within you in response to this word or phrase? 

 

RESPONSE  

Reread  the  passage  a  third  time.  Ask  Jesus  what  He  might  be  inviting  you  to,  then  just  be  quiet 

for  a  few  moments.  Does something come to mind?  This may be Jesus inviting you to a new awareness, 

or an action. Take some time to respond to Jesus.  Talk to Him about what you are thinking and feeling, 

about how all this connects to your life right now, your relationships and work with others.  

 

REST  

Quiet yourself, and settle into the whole of the experience you’ve had with God.   Rest in His presence and 

allow  yourself  to  simply  be  with God. You  might  want  to  journal  the  highlights  of  your  experience, 

writing  down  the word or phrase, the feelings and responses that were stirred in you, what you felt Jesus 

was inviting you to. It can be especially helpful to write down the word or phrase from the text that stands 

out to you each day, so you can look back at the end of the week and notice any themes or patterns.  

 


